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ONCE YOU ADMIT IT, WILL YOU STOP IT?

There was a cartoon several
years ago in the Saturday Review
of Literature in which little

from those sins and live right by
obeying the Gospel (Mk. 16:16;
Acts 2:38). How many people do

George Washington was standing we know who will admit they

with an ax in his hand. Before
him lay the famous cherry tree.
He had already made his
admission that he had cut the
tree down. (After all, he “cannot
tell a lie,” according to Mason
Weems.) The cartoon, however,
focused on George’s father, who
looked upon the scene in
exasperation. His words were in
the caption. “All right, so you
admit it! You always admit it!
The question is, when are you
going to stop doing it?” The
story above is amusing, but it
makes a good point that deserves
our attention. Once we come to
the point that we admit that we
have committed a specific sin or
sins, will we stop? Perhaps you
know of those who readily admit
that they are a sinner and in
need of salvation. At the same
time, these people will not take
that next step, which is to turn

have sinned and acknowledge it
is wrong, against God'’s will, and
they are in error? Many will be
quick to say they have sinned
before God but refuse to do
anything about their sin? They
have admitted their sin, but they
have not stopped their sin. It has
been said that one of the most
difficult aspects of any problem
is admitting that you have one. It
seems like some people have
“conquered” the issue of
admitting their problem, but will
do nothing beyond that. How can
continuing in sin be beneficial to
anyone? A friend of mine said
when it gets to this point, the
person is no longer confessing
sin in his life but bragging! 1
agree. In the Bible, we learn that
God not only demands that men
admit they are sinners in His
sight but also demands that men
do something about that sin! In




In Old Testament days, Solomon
said, “He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them
shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13).
Notice please that God expected
the man to confess and forsake
the sin in order to have mercy. It
is not enough to merely confess
(admit?) the sin and then go on
living in it! In New Testament
days, Christ said, “Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise
perish” (Lk. 13:3). What does
“repentance” mean? It means
turning from the way you used to
live and living according to
Christ’s will! An example of
repentance is found in the book
of Matthew. Christ spoke a
parable concerning two sons
who were told by their father to
work in the vineyard. One said
he would go but did not. The
other refused but later “repented
and went”(Matt. 21:29). This son
not only had to admit that he
was wrong for disobeying his
father but also had to do what
was right! Read Luke 15:11-21,
and see another son who was in
the same position. When the
prodigal son came to his senses,
he was ready to repent and
return to his father (Lk. 15:18-
19). In repentance, we see one
not only recognizing the guilt of
his sin and confessing sin but
also stopping the sinful behavior!
When the apostle Paul wrote the
second epistle to the Corinthians,
he told them that he knew what
he wrote in the first letter would
make them sorry, but he rejoiced

because that godly sorrow led
them to repentance (II Cor. 7:9-
10). Notice that when we sorrow
over an act that we know is
wrong, we still have not done
what is right! That

sorrow leads us to repentance,
but we must still repent! When
one learns that he has sinned in
the sight of God, he must not only
admit that he is in sin, not only
be sorry about the sin but also
turn from sin and do what s
right! Only then can one be in a
right relationship with God. This
is the very nature of repentance.
Dear friend, examine your life.
Are there things you are doing
which contradict the will of God?
In what areas of your life are you
guilty of sin? In those cases, not
only must you face up to the fact
that you are guilty but also take
the necessary steps to get out of
that sin. If you're outside of
Christ, then waste no time
repenting of your sins,
confessing Christ as the Son of
God, and being baptized for the
remission of sins (Acts 2:36-38,
8:36-38; Mk. 16:16). If you've
done those things already, but
have been caught up in various
sins, then turn from your error in
repentance, confess those things
and pray for God’s forgiveness
(Acts 8:22; 1 ]n. 1:9). Itis not
enough to admit you have a
problem. You must cease that sin
and do what is right, just as God
told the Jews in the long ago (Isa.
1:16-17)! God is longsuffering.
Therefore, let us repent and live
for Him (11 Pet. 3:9; Il Cor. 5:14-



15). Admit you have sinned, and
stop it while you still can! Be
right in the sight of God and be
saved today (11 Cor. 6:2; Mk.
16:16)! A young Christian
packing his bag for a journey
said to a friend, “I have nearly
finished packing. All I have to put
in are a guidebook, alamp, a
mirror, a microscope, a
telescope, a volume of fine
poetry, a few biographies, a
package of old letters, a book of
songs, a sword, a hammer, and a
set of tools.” “But you cannot put
all that into your bag,” objected
the friend. “Oh, yes,” said the
Christian. “Here itis.” And he
placed his Bible in the corner of
the suitcase and closed the lid. -
jarrod Jacobs Editor’s Note: 1
don’t know who the author of
that account is, but he got it
right! The young Christian
understood what he was packing
when he packed his Bible. Do we
realize what we are holding
when we hold the Bible in our
hands? Do we take our Bible
with us when we go on vacations
or other trips? Is our Bible
within our minds as we conduct
our daily business? (“Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly
..” “Your word have I hidden in
my heart...” — Col. 3:16; Ps.
119:11). Other descriptions of
God's word include a fire (Jer.
23:29), seed (Lk. 8:11), and food
(1 Pet. 2:2; Heb. 5:12-14). Let us
respect the Bible, realizing that
it “completely furnishes us for
every good work” (11 Tim. 3:16-
17; 11 Pet. 1:3). Please

Investigate The church of
Christ. 1 You can read about it
in the New Testament - Romans
16:16 1 It uses no creed but the
Bible and no name but that of
Christ - 1 Peter 4:16; Acts 11:26
i It speaks where the Bible
speaks and is silent where the
Bible is silent - I Peter 4:11;
Galatians 1:8-9. i It exalts Christ
as the only head of the church -
Colossians 1:18. 1 Its worship is
patterned after the New
Testament example - John

4:24: Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1
Corinthians 16:2; Ephesians
5:19. 1 It teaches unity based
upon the truth of Christ - John
17:21; 1 Corinthians 1:10;
Ephesians 4:3. Ui It pleads for the
unity of all believers in Christ - 1
Corinthians 3:1-5; Ephesians 4:4-
6.0 Its founder is Christ. 1t is not
a denomination started by men
but is the body of Christ -
Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22-
23.1 lts aim is to save souls by
leading them to Christ through
the gospel - I Corinthians 15:1-4.
{1 Its future is eternal glory with
Christ - I Thessalonians 4:13-18;
Colossians 3:4



- SRS -3
1
Z
3 3
5
[ Ed
B ]
10
ACROSS
3. Mary called Jesus this Hebrew word meaning “Teacher” (Jn. 20:16)
5. Mary came to the empty tomb seeking Jesus (Jn. 20:1)
6. Jesus helped the discipled catch 153 (Jn. 21:11)
7. Jesus asked Mary, "Why are you ?" (Jn. 20:15)
10. Mary thought Jesus was the (Jn. 20:15)
DOWN
1. John beat in a foot race to the empty tomb (Jn. 20:4)
2. Thomas was also called (Jn. 20:24)
4. When John looked into the empty tomb he (Jn. 20:8)

8. Nathanael was from the town of Jesus’ first miracle (Jn. 21:2)
9. Thomas would not believe unless he could (Jn. 20:25)



