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EXTENSION OF THE PULPIT

A good friend of mine once
talked with me about teaching
bulletins such as the one he was
writing. As we talked about the
value of such teaching tools, he
said, “I consider teaching
bulletins an extension of the
pulpit.” I thought that was a fair
assessment, for I feel the same
way about the bulletin published
here. I hope our dear readers see
that this teaching tool is but an
extension of the pulpit. What is
meant by that statement? First,
let us understand that one of the
definitions for “extend” is: “to
enlarge the scope of, or make
more

comprehensive...” (Webster's).
The point is that this bulletin is
written to enlarge the scope, or
make more comprehensive, what
is being taught in the pulpit. It is
my prayer that this bulletin will
always do this. AsIthought
about my brother’s statement, |
realized that the bulletin is just
one extension of the pulpit. What

are some other “extensions of
tha nulnit”? I at nc find nut

Bible Study At Home. When we
hear preaching which stresses
the need for studying our Bible
and “handling aright the word of
truth” (11 Tim. 2:15), do we take
this home with us? Personal
Bible study is necessary to grow
and mature spiritually (Heb.
5:12-14; 11 Pet. 3:18). This is why
it is stressed often from the
pulpit. The preacher cannot
study for others (II Tim. 2:15).
He tries to teach and instruct (II
Tim. 4:2) because he cannot
learn “for” anyone, either!
Learning involves a personal
commitment, and it demands we
spend personal time studying
God's will. Have we “extended”
the pulpit to include spending
time in God’s book at home?
Private Talks With Friends.
When we are encouraged to take
God’s message to our friends,
neighbors, and family who are
lost (Mk. 16:15; II Tim. 2:2), do
we make the application to
ourselves? Sometimes, it is

because we have earned the
ronfidenre and racnact nf rertain



ones that we have an open door
for teaching them the gospel.
Others may not be able to enter
this “door,” but the one who
knows them often can! Think
about it: Who brought Simon
Peter to Christ (Jn. 1:40-42)?
Who was it that brought
Nathaniel to the Lord (Jn. 1:45-
46)? When Peter came to
Cornelius’ house, who was there,
and how did they know Peter
was coming (Acts 10:24)? These
examples stress, among other
things, the spiritual good that
can be done when one shows an
interest in another’s soul. Are we
“extending (i.e., enlarging the
scope of) the pulpit” in this way?
Raising Your Children. The
man in the pulpit can only do so
much for you and your children.
This stems from the fact that the
preacher sees your children
(perhaps) 2-3 hours per week at
most. Yet parents, you have your
children the rest of the time.
What are they taught at home?
Shouldn’t they see godliness in
our lives and influence? Paul
said, “Fathers, do not provoke
your children to anger, but bring
them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord.” (Eph.
6:4). Parents, isn’t reminding
your children of a sermon or
lesson learned in class just one
way you could be “teaching and
admonishing”? Another way to
teach our children is simply by
applying what has been taught so
that our children see us changing
to make our lives fit into Christ's
mold (Matt. 5:16; Jas. 1:22-25).
Radio Programs. Published

Material, Websites, Etc. Our
radio program continues to do
well, I believe. We consistently
have folks call or communicate
by e-mail about the programs.
(We have archived our programs
on our website so others can
benefit from the Bible
programs.) Since some would
not “darken the door” of this
church building, the radio
program helps send the gospel
message into the community.
Indeed, this type of effort
enables us to “enlarge the scope
of, or make more

comprehensive” the preaching
from the pulpit. Such efforts as
websites that teach the truth or
published articles (in the
newspaper, bulletins, etc.), only
extend the type of teaching we're
trying to do from the pulpit.
Christ told His apostles to go and
teach all nations (Matt. 28:19),
and so long as there is sin in the
world, people will need to be
taught the truth that they might
be made free (Jn. 8:31-32). Inan
effort to preach the gospel to
every creature, we ought to
remember that things such as
radio programs, websites,
newspaper articles, bulletins,
etc., allow many the opportunity
to hear, believe, and obey the
truth. Indeed, these things are an
extension of the pulpit.
Conclusion. There are other
“extensions” we could add to this
list. Yet, these ought to be
enough to remind us that as
Christians, our primary
responsibility is to make sure
that the teaching in the nulnit is



extended to those who need to
hear it! Sometimes, we “hoard
up” the teaching and do not take
the time to let others learn what
we have learned. Such an
attitude is selfish, not to mention
negligent, when we know part of
our duty as Christians is to teach
others (Il Tim. 2:2)! Let us not be
selfish toward others or
negligent in our work but
interested in the truth and saving
lost souls. Let us be about our
Father’s business, not slack in
our responsibilities (Lk. 19:10;
In. 9:4; 1 Pet., 2:21). “Who knows
whether you have come to the
kingdom for such a time as

this?” (Est. 4:14) Could it be
because of your invitation to our
worship services that someone is
saved? Could it be because you
handed someone a bulletin or
told someone about the radio
program or the website that
one’s faith was strengthened?
Therefore, the actual “extension
of the pulpit” is none other than
the Christian who is willing to
leave sin and self and live for
Christ all his life! This person is a
living “extension of the pulpit”
and is a far greater threat to
Satan than we realize! “Let us not
be weary in well doing” (Gal. 6:9;
[1 Thess. 3:13)! Let us extend the
borders of God’s kingdom from
this place. Let us be all God
wants us to be, shining as lights
in a world of darkness (Matt.
5:16; Phil. 2:15). - Jarrod Jacobs
“In The Beginning, God ...” “In
the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).

In the heginnino there wag

nothing. Therefore, God created
the heavens and the earth and
everything in them (molecules,
atoms, etc.) from nothing. In
Genesis 1:1, we read of God’s
incredible power. Unlike what
others believe about this
universe coming into existence
by a random act of nature or
evolution, Genesis 1 reveals that
God created this complex
universe out of nothing. If
nothing existed before God
created it, how could anything
“evolve” (change from one
species to another)? If some
cosmic accident brought us into
existence, where did the material
come from? In an explosion, all
particles move away from the
blast. They do not enter into an
orbit as galaxies and planets do.
The planet Earth spins on its axis
for a total of 23.934 hours to
result in one day and orbits the
sun for 365.26 days to complete
an orbit around the sun.
Something this precise cannot
result from a random explosion
years ago! What power keeps
the planets, stars, and galaxies
running perfectly? What, or
rather whose power keeps a “big
bang” from happening? Only God
has this kind of power. He can do
all things (Lk. 1:37; Matt. 19:27;
Mk. 10:27). Science shows us
that man can control electricity,
turn on devices, and even control
computers such as Alexa with
voice commands. Why would we
not believe that a God’s power
could make the heavens and the

earth the same way but on a
miich orander srale? -
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Hezekiah’s Tunnel

The most dependable water source for the city of Jerusalem during the
Israelite settlement was the Gihon Spring. However, its location outside the
city walls was problematic. During an attack or siege, the inhabitants were
cut off from their vital water source. In 1867, explorer Charles Warren
discovered a vertical shaft cut through bedrock allowing the people of
Jerusalem to reach the waters of the Gihon Spring from behind the city
walls. This shaft was probably built originally by the Jebusites and may be
how David’s soldiers captured the city from them (2 Sam. 5:6-8). A new
water system employing part of the earlier one was built by Hezekiah near
the end of the eighth century BC due to an Assyrian military threat.
Hezekiah’s tunnel sloped gently away from the Gihon Spring to allow water
to flow from it to the Pool of Siloam inside the city walls. Hezekiah’s
tunnel was cut by two teams digging toward each other from opposite ends.
It was not chiseled in a straight line but was serpentine due to frequent shifts
in terrain. The two teams made adjustments as they drew near each other
and heard the picks of the other team. An inscription twenty feet from the
Siloam Pool has been discovered that describes the meeting of the two
cutting teams. According to 2 Chronicles 32:2-4 and 2 Kings 20:20, this
tunnel was dug during the reign of King Hezekiah of e e |
Judah to prepare Jerusalem for the imminent attack of the -
Assyrian king, Sennacherib. In the Bible, Hezekiah L
redirected the water through old and newly dug Jerusalem} N
tunnels. 2 Kings 20:20: “As for the other events of i
Hezekiah’s reign, all his achievements and how he made [jj§#
the pool and the tunnel by which he brought water into
the city...”. 2 Chronicles 32:30: “It was Hezekiah who
blocked the upper outlet of the Gihon spring and
channeled the water down to the west side of the City of David.”




