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LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY

“Tt happened that while Jesus
was Praying in a certain place,
after He had fimshed, one of
His disciples said to Him,
‘Lord, teach usto pray just as
John alzo tanght his diseiples.”
&nd He said to thern, “When
wou pray, sav. ‘Father, hallosed
be ¥our narme. ¥our kingdor
core. OTve us each day our
daily bread. Andforgree ns our
sins, for we ourselres also
forere everyone who s
indebited to us. And lead us not
o teroptation,™™ Luke 11:1-4.
I contirme to have a deeper
appreciation for the specific
teraplate of this praver prosaded
b Jesus the more I mecrease oy
focus onit. While we have
specific areas of need that brng
up specific types of prayer
throuzhont the day;, 1 continue
to find the prachcal walue and
help when I prasy this teraplate
at least once a day, Aswe
approach God i prayer, it 15 so

helpfal o be reramded that His
VeIy natne 15 special and
hallowwed. & great rerrunder that
Fod 15 unlike anything or
anyone we feel we need or
depend upon and ought to bring
a urdgue dependence in our
Irves of howr closely we need o
draw near to Him. [t 15 also
helpful o be rerunded that He
1= our Father, in Heawven,
rerinding us that He is the
rertect Father, with the perfect
lorve, and perfect affecton and
pertect counsel and advace for
2, Hizchildren. Assuch, there
15 nothing sreater or more
corforting and peaceful than
bemg rermnded we belong o
Hirn i Hiz Fangdor and to
make the workof the Eangdom
the prionity of our lves. By
praving for His Kaingdom fo
coroe and His will to be done on
garth as 1t 18 Heawvern, e are
acknowledzing that God’s
ulbrnate parpose in His



conmecton with the fhangs of
this earth 15 to fulfill His
trission of adopting souls into
His farly. B seeking Hiswill
to be done on earth, we are
essenbally grving up our
personal agenda to make way
for His, accepting that any waw
He seeks to reconstruct our
plars or alter onr Inves 15 going
to be accepted and welcorned as
all part of His plan and wall
work with it and not against it
We are comruthng oursebves to
trusting Hira when sudderdsy our
Irres and the hie around us
suddenly changes and becomes
uncertain. We are sming
oursebes to Hitn 1o agree that
we will shll offer ourseles to
Hirm in service o His wall
mstead of spending the rajonty
of our time tying to figure out
howr to get back on frack wath
the wray we prefer to order our
Irves. If God desires to nterfere
with our e tables, we are
ezsentbally saving we agree to
welcome 1, tastng potenhal
sood for His Kingdor parposes
15 more Tnportant than our own
preference of comfort for how
we choose to organize our
personal Ivves. Once we have
accepted this, we can tly
move on fo the next phase of
beins content with what God
proides for us phyeically for
st ore 24 hour period of firne.
Rather than focusing our tirne

and energy on how we can
roaxireaze and secure financial
antd rnaterial corafort for frne m
the futare, we are seeking fo
become content with whatever
God provides for a single dayin
order fo focus our entire
devotion that day to service in
the Fingdor. By thas porhon
of the praver, most Lkely we are
bemng confronted with our own
madecuacies n our willingress
to comply wath these priorhes
n the pastand our stugzle o
fully coroply and have solid
faith m onr ability to practce
what we are praying in the
ruornent. It s a great fime to
ask God for forgreness. Itisa
sreat e o not only depend
upon and appreciate the
urnderstanding, patient nature of
idod who wats for usto growr
stronger in or st of fully
dependence and fully devoting
oursebres to Him, but also of
being just as patent and
nnderstanding with those who
stugsle to treat us farly,
conrteonsly or lovingly, This 13
the firne where we realize our
areat need for God's
torgreness 15 completely
dependent on our willinehess o
forgre and be patient and
urnderstanding with others. “For
if you foreme others for their
transgressions, your heavenly
Father will also forgme you.
Bt if you do niot forgree others,



then yonr Father will niot
forgree wour transgressions,”
Ilatthewr 6:14-15. Aswe
acknowledge our weaknesses
and sing and shortcorangs to
our Father, it naturally leads us
to the next porhon of the prayer,
seelang for more of His
guwdance and teaching and
leadershap to direct our paths in
ways that draws us closer to a
greater desire to act and lwe hfe
with His heart and mind. Lead
us not into teraptation. Itisa
mornent where we realize we
are asking Hirn fo lead us,
becanse ofter, when we lead by
ot own steps, we walk i ways
which ulhrately joshfy our
own selfishress and personal
desires In ways where 1t
becomes too feraphng fo lne
ultirnately for this temporary
physical world. Lead us not
mto feraptabion. Teach us o
learn to crucify our flesh and
desires n ways which renews a
tnore obedient and tustng

spirat to walk m God’s ways and

will. And et even when we
have the knowledze and the
teacting and the understanding,
we are shill oo weak to
overcorne ternptabions on our
owt. Delrer us from the evil
one. Let us not seek to fizht
teraphing battles wath oar own
atrength, but hurable oursebes
to rely more on God for
delrrerance and strength o

overcorne. “Pray, then, m ths
way, Uy Father whols in
heaven, hallowed be ¥ onr
natne. ¥ our kingdom come,
Your willbe done, on earth as 1t
15 in heaven, Grve us this day
our datly bread. &nd forgre s
ot debts, as we also hawve
forgreen our debtors. Lind do
not lead us into terptation, bt
delrver us from evil. For Yours
15 the kingdorm and the power
and the glory foreser. Arnen™™
Ivlatthew 6:9-15.

— Dianiel Buegz

“Why are you reasoning
about these things in your
hearts? Which is easier,
to say to the paralytic,

“Your sins are forgiven’; or

to say, ‘Get up, and pick
up your pallet and walk'?
But so that you may know
that the Son of Man has
authoriby on earth to
forgive sins’—He said to
the paralytic, I say to you,
get up, pick up your pallet
and go home.™
Mark 2:8-11



MONTHLY
CHALLENGE

DIRECTIOME: Each first Sunday of the manth, vee will hawe challenges that
woushould attemptto complete by the endofthe month, [fwe all, az membears,
complete these challenges, our church will grow in spirt and in number.

1) Quarantine Bible Study Challenge

Crodws 1 221 -22_"Ther Mo scaled foral thve elders o lmaeland maia' to e, 'Go and
take for vourm e slasbsacooming o vourfasiie s, and' slayihe Pasmweramd. Youshal
take a buvmok oifvsmop and dip @i e Dlood' whick s iy the ba.sin, amd apply sonie ofle
bhood that iz inthe basn o e lindel amd fre b dooposts; and more o v shall goootsde
e doorof Wiy Fowse wedd wromimg. " Pe we continue to practice zocial disancingand a
certain levd of quarantine duringthis pandemic, let us continue to seek coursel and strength
and encouragement fomthe Lard in HzWlard. The Bible has s=weral examples of differant
times for difierent reason=when different people were quarantined for diferent perods of
time. Somes@ywed inoneplace forone dngleday. Some weraisolaed forsewen days.
Some were quaantined for 40 days and 40 night=. Somewem unable taleawe a cetain city
uritil 3 speciicewvent. "Gathenng themtogether, He commandedthem na to leaw
Jeruzalem, but to wat forwhatthe Fatherhad promized, "hich,' He sad, wou heard of fom
hde; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spint not many days
from now " Acts 145, How manyother examples canyou ind and whatcanwe lean™

2)USING YOUR BIBLE IN THE WORLD
Sharethe fallawing verses with zomeone who does not attend this
congregation at leasttwicethizs month:

lsaiahG; -G

"Inthe vear ofking Uzmiah'sdeath | sswthelord sitting on athrone, [otty
and exalted, withthetrain ofHizrobefillingthetemple. Seraphim stood
above Him , each having sixwings withtwo he covered hiz face, and with
v e covered his feet, and withtwo he flew And one called out to
another and =aid, 'Holy, Holy, Holy, isthe LORD ofhostzs, the whole earth i
full ofHi= glory! Andthe foundationzofthethreshddstrembled atthe
voice ofhim who called out, while th etemple wasfilling with zmoke. Thenl
zaid , WWoeisme, farl am ruined! Becauss | am aman ofuncleanlips, and
| liveamong apeople ofundean lips, for my eyveshave seenthe King, the
LORD ofhosts! Thenone ofthe seraphim flewdo me with & burning cod in
hiz hand, which he hadtaken from thealtar withtongs. Hetouched my
maouth with it and said, 'Behold, thiz hastouched your lips; and youriniguity
iztaken awvay and yoursinizforgiven! Thenl heardthe voice ofthe Lord,
zaving, Whom shalll zend, and whom will go forlds? Thenl zaid, Here
am |. send me!"



