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ARE WE BLIND

“Then they came to Jericho. And
as He was leaving Jericho with His
disciples and a large crowd, a
blind beggar named Bartimaeus,
the son of Timaeus, was sitting by
the road. When he heard that it
was Jesus the Nazarene, he began
to cry out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!’ Many
were sternly telling him to be quiet,
but he kept crying out all the more,
‘Son of David, have mercy on
me!’” (Mark 10:46-48). Have you
ever witnessed the scene of a
parent sitting down, bent over their
phone in serious concentration,
seemingly transported into another
world, while their child cries and
yells out seeking attention, only to
be ignored or even scolded to be
quiet? Or, like the scenario Jesus
presents, have you ever felt
justified in turning down
someone’s request for help because
of the inconvenience it would
impose on yourself to get
involved? “Suppose one of you

has a friend, and goes to him at
midnight and says to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves,;
Jor a friend of mine has come to
me from a journey, and I have
nothing to set before him’; and
Jfrom inside he answers and
says, ‘Do not bother me, the
door has already been shut and
my children and I are in bed; 1
cannot get up and give you
anything,’” (Lk. 11:5-7). Put
the crowd following Jesus in the
same group as those too
preoccupied with what they
were wrapped up in to bother
with the annoying cries of a
blind beggar. But let’s at least
be fair. I mean, it’s not like
they were hushing up this poor
man’s shouts for help because
they were too busy updating
their status on Facebook, or
because they were too cozy and
attending to Bartimaeus would
somehow inconvenience their
comfort. No...they had
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something that was actually
completely legitimate to warrant
their stern dismissal of his
pleas. They were on their way
to Jerusalem to celebrate
Passover with the Messiah who
they were anticipating would
finally renew the Kingdom of
Israel. “...He was near
Jerusalem, and they supposed
that the kingdom of God was
going to appear immediately,”
(Lk. 19:11). The excitement
surrounding this much
anticipated event is evidenced
by the very title Bartimaeus
attributes to Jesus, calling Him,
“Son of David”, indicating how
many were finally becoming
convinced by the things they
were witnessing and hearing
about Jesus that He was the
prophesied Messiah King to sit
on David’s throne. In fact, this
is precisely what the crowds
who followed Him all the way
into Jerusalem were anticipating
He would immediately do.
“Most of the crowd spread their
coats in the road, and others
were cutting branches from the
trees and spreading them in the
road. The crowds going ahead
of Him, and those who followed,
were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the
Son of David; blessed is He who
comes in the name of the
LORD; Hosanna in the
highest!”” (Mt. 21:8-9). Too
preoccupied with the epic

fulfillment of long desired
anticipation of a renewal of
God’s nation to their rightful
place of honor and glory, giving
any attention to this poor blind
beggar seemed a total waste of
time. What is so ironic about
this is the total blindness
displayed by the crowd
attempting to silence blind
Bartimaeus. Just prior to their
encounter with the beggar, Jesus
attempts to clarify the
understanding of His disciples
as to the true purpose of His
mission as a King. “’You know
that those who are recognized
as rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great men
exercise authority over them.
But it is not this way among
you, but whoever wishes to
become great among you shall
be your servant; and whoever
wishes to be first among you
shall be slave of all. For even
the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve, and to
give His life a ransom for
many,’” (Mk. 10:42-45). So
selfishly wrapped up in their
greedy thoughts of how their
own lives would radically be
altered once the Messiah
claimed the throne, they were
blinded by their own selfish
ambition in regards to their own
relationship with the Christ that
they were totally incapable of
seeing how someone lowly and



pathetic and helpless like
Bartimaeus, poor and blind and
begging for help, was exactly
the kind of poor helpless
individual Jesus was seeking to
serve. How shocked and even
shamed they must have felt
when Jesus actually sends the
crowd to bring the blind beggar
to Jesus’ feet, despite their
belief to the contrary that Jesus
would not possibly take notice
of him. “And Jesus stopped
and said, ‘Call him here.’ So
they called the blind man,
saying to him, ‘Take courage,
stand up! He is calling for
you,’” (Mk. 10:49). Is it
possible that, we too, at times
are too blinded by what we
consider the great important
matters of glorifying Christ as
members of His Kingdom that
cries for mercy from the poor,
blind, beggars around us fall on
deaf ears? Do we see, as Jesus
desperately tried to show His
own followers, that to recognize
Jesus and His mission clearly is
to open our sympathetic ears to
be attentive to the cries of
mercy from blind sinners
around us begging for help?
Rather than feeling too
preoccupied with the
“important” pressing matters in
our Christian life like the parent
too busy reading a text to listen
to the cries from their own
child, let us have our eyes and

ears open to those whom Christ
is all too willing to stop and
serve. “Throwing aside his
cloak, he jumped up and came
to Jesus. And answering him,
Jesus said, ‘What do you want
Me to do for you?’ And the
blind man said to Him,
‘Rabboni, I want to regain my
sight!’ And Jesus said to him,
‘Go; your faith has made you
well.’ Immediately he regained
his sight and began following
Him on the road,” (Mk. 10:50-
52). — Daniel Ruegg

“In that day it will be said
to Jerusalem: ‘Do not be
afraid, O Zion; do not let
your hands fall limp. The
LORD your God is in your
midst, a victorious
warrior. He will exult over
you with joy, He will be
quiet in His love, He will
rejoice over you with
shouts of joy. I will gather
those who grieve about
the appointed feasts...”
Zephaniah 3:16-18
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Every fifth Sunday of the month, we try to highlight some of great things
happening around our congregation that were captured through photography. If
you happen to get a good picture of one of those great things, please feel free to
post it on our Facebook page, tag us on Instagram (@wellsburgchurch), tweet us
at @wellsburgchurch, or e-mail us at minister@welisburgchurchofchrist.com with
a little description of what is happening in the picture.
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The Wreath Making Party at the Prager’s

was a great success! Here, Lydia Prager

shows her beautiful finished wreath ready
for the holidays!

We have some amazing Bible
Class Teachers here at
Wellsburg, and Luke Ruegg
shows his enthusiasm for Bible
Class!

With a variety of personalities,

age groups, and interests, the

unity of our Faith is evident as
our love for Christ and each other

Lori Isinghood had a beautiful
finished product at the Wreath
Making Party! We love to see our

constantly brings us together! brothers and sisters put their many
Here, Paula and Carol put that on skills on full display and glorify God
display! who endows us with such ability!



