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LEAVING OUR WATERPOTS BEHIND

Upon meeting a Samaritan
woman at a well who had
come to draw water, Jesus
indicated His hope to stir up
within her a deep curiosity of
His true identity with a
dependent thirst for His
spiritual provisions in her
life. “Ifyou knew the gift of
God, and who it is who says
to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’
you would have asked Him,
and He would have given you
living water,” (Jn. 4:10). It is
evident by the end of their
conversation that Jesus has
successfully accomplished
His desire to awaken within
her a deep spiritual need for
the great gift of God greater
than any satisfaction this life
can offer when, in her
excitement to reveal to the
men of the city the
astonishing revelation she

had come to, she actually
leaves behind the very
instrument she had initially
brought with her to satisfy
earthly temporary needs. “So
the woman left her waterpot,
and went into the city,” (Jn.
4:28). As we noted this
dramatic change in the
woman’s desires from
physical thirst to a spiritual
longing for truth in our bible
class, brother Kent Davis
noted an interesting
observation from our own
contemporary world’s
acknowledgment of a true
desire to thirst for something
more meaningful and
satisfying than what this life
provides as revealed through
various rock lyrics ranging
from “I can’t get no
satisfaction” to “I still
haven’t found what I'm



looking for.” It’s astonishing
how honest, especially from a
musician’s point of view,
mankind is in their
understanding of how weak
and futile earthly pleasures
truly are compared to what
they could have if only they
knew where to look and who
to ask for it. It reminded me
of another famous musician
who not only acknowledged
this same sad truth with the
lyric “Can’t Buy Me Love”
but actually went looking for
answers seeking the counsel
of famed televangelist Oral
Roberts. In David Edwin
Harrell’s 1985 biography
Oral Roberts: An American
Life, there is the transcript of
a letter penned by John
Lennon as he revealed his
own frustrations with his
“waterpots” and how he
deeply desired something that
could satisfy the soul. “Rev.
Roberts, this is ex-Beatle,
John Lennon. I've been
wanting to write you but I
guess I didn’t really want to
face reality. I never do this,
this is why I take drugs.
Reality frightens me and
paranoids me. True, I have a
lot of money, being a Beatle,
been all around the world,

but basically I'm afraid to
face the problems of life. Let
me begin to say, I regret that
I said the Beatles were more
popular than Jesus. Idon’t
even like myself anymore,
guilt. My cousin, Marilyn
MecCabe has tried to help me.
She told me you were praying
Jor me.... As the song we
wrote is that we wrote, Paul
and me, “Money Can’t Buy
Me Love,” it’s true. The
point is this, I want
happiness. I don’t want to
keep up with drugs. Paul told
me once, ‘You made fun of
me for not taking drugs, but
you will régret it in the end.’
Explain to me what
Christianity can do for me?
Is it phoney? Can He love
me? I want out of hell.
Sincerely, John.

P.S. Iam, I hate to say,
under the influence of pills
now. Ican’t stop. Ionly
wish I could thank you for
caring.” Amazing how
candidly honest he was about
the personal “hell” of
dragging your “waterpot”
again and again to worldly
forms of joy that only create
an even more desperate
haunting awareness of how
thirsty you really are for



something more. Sadly,
despite his own awareness of
the ironic emptiness in the
life of one possessing
ultimate fame, talent, money
and pleasures, Lennon ended
up going right back to the
inferior “waterpots™ in his
own life as corroborated in
his song “You Saved My
Soul” when he sang, “When I
was lonely and scared, 1
nearly fell for a TV preacher
in a hotel room in Tokyo.
Remember the time I went to
Jjump right out the apartment
window on the west side of
town of old New York. You
saved me from that suicide
and...I wanna thank you,
thank you, thank you for
saving my soul with your true
love.” There is a world full
of lost empty souls who crave
to be filled with the abundant
joy that only God can provide
and give through His Son
Jesus. As Christians,
disciples of Jesus with an
intimate understanding of the
abundant and more deeply
satisfying joys found only in
the gift of God, we have an
opportunity to help guide
these thirsty souls to the
eternal fount in Christ. “And
let the one who is thirsty

come; let the one who wishes
lake the water of life without
cost,” (Rev. 22:17). But the
question is, what does the
world see in us? Do they
witness within us this
unparalleled sense of elation
we have in our lives from the
eternal source we have found
in Christ, or do they see us
carrying the same
“waterpots” the world uses to
satisfy our thirst? Let’s
follow the example of the
Samaritan woman, and leave
the waterpots behind as we
seek to tell others of what can
be found in the true gift of
God. “I came that they may
have life, and have it
abundantly,” (Jn. 10:10).

- Daniel Ruegg
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 KNOW?

Letters Paul wrote to
churches were intended to
be read by the entire
congregation. “When this
letter is read among you,
have it also read in the
church of the Laodiceans;
and you, for your part read
my letter that is coming from
Laodicea,” 1 Thess. 4:16



MONTHLY
S/CHALLENGE

DIRECTIONS: Each first Sunday of the month, we will have challenges that
you should attempt to complete by the end of the month. If we all, as members,
complete these challenges, our church will grow in spirit and in number.

1) 2018 Daily Bible Reading

Col. 3:16 ‘“Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you.”

2017 is officially over and 2018 has officially begun. What's great about a new
year is a fresh start to goals and habits we may have run out of gas and fallen
short of during the previous year. It's a time for recommitting ourselves to
routines and schedules that lead to healthier and happier lives. Let's begin the
first month of 2018 with a renewed commitment to reading the Bible
consistently throughout the year. It's been said that it takes 21 days to form a
habit. What better habit could we develop than letting God's word into our
thoughts each day to think on and guide us? Make a note in your daily planner,
calendar, phone or tablet and find a way to remind yourself to take time each
day this month for your personal time reading the scriptures. Let's get into the
habit this month of forming a daily reading plan to last throughout the year.

2) USING YOUR BIBLE IN THE WORLD
Share the following verses with someone who does not attend this
congregation at least twice this month:

Colossians 3:5-15

“Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. Foritis
because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of
disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.

But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
speech from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self
with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true
knowledge according to the image of the One who created him ~ a renewal in which
there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. So, as those
who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving
each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you,
so also should you. Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond
of unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called
in one body; and be thankful.”



