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WHAT GOD THINKS ABOUT MAN

"Then God said, 'Let Us
make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness; let
them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, over
all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.' So God created man in
His own image; in the image of
God He created him; male and
female He created them. Then
God blessed them, and God said
to them, 'Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it; have dominion over
the fish of the sea, over the
birds of the air, and over every
living thing that moves on the
earth™ (Gen. 1:26-28).

Many there are in this world
that have a low view of
humanity. They believe that
humanity came from the scum
of primordial seas. They think
that the natural world is self-
existing and therefore greater

than humanity. They think that
mankind evolved from lower
creatures of the earth and that
mankind has only a physical
nature. They think that
humanity has resulted only from
natural conditions. They believe
that like all other things in
nature, human beings die to live
no more. People who think like
that may have a very low view
of themselves personally. An
individual with that perspective
may think that life has no
meaning, may see no purpose
for living, and feel an
overwhelming sense of despair.
The word of God presents a
strikingly different perspective
on the worth of humanity. The
Bible declares that humanity
came from God and that our
Maker thinks very highly of
humankind. God thought
enough of us to make us in his
own image. Although God
made man from the dust of the
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ground, He also breathed into
human nostrils the breath of life
(Gen. 2:7). Thus, although God
gave animals a physical nature,
He created humanity with both
a physical and a spiritual nature.
Moreover, God made humanity
with a purpose - to rule, to have
dominion "over every living
thing that moves on the earth"
(Gen. 1:28). God intended for
man to work (Gen. 2:15, 3:17-
19). Even so, he prepared a day
of rest, just as he had rested
(Gen. 2:2; Ex. 23:12; Mark
2:27). Furthermore, the clear
implication from scripture is
that God created the world for
humanity. After creating the
world, God made the Garden of
Eden, then placed Adam and
Eve within it. God prepared a
place for them to live (Gen.
2:8), and food for them to eat.
Finally, when God made
humanity, He intended for
mankind to live forever. To this
end, he placed a Tree of Life
within the Garden (Gen. 2:9).
People who believe like this see
themselves as children of a
benevolent God who loves them
and cares for them. They readily
see that life has meaning and
purpose.

But this is not all that
Scripture says about what God
thinks of humanity. After
Noah's flood, when his
descendents started to erect a
tower to heaven at Babel, God

looked at their work and said
that, "nothing that they propose
to do will now be impossible for
them" (Gen. 11:6, NRSV). The
high intelligence and physical
capabilities of humanity have
enabled mankind to achieve
great engineering feats. We've
created worldwide industrial,
communication, and
transportation complexes,
spanned the globe with
expressways, railroads, ships
and airplanes, built pyramids
and skyscrapers, gone to the
moon, sent satellites and robots
to explore the solar system, etc.
Because God created mankind,
he knew we had it in us.

But God also knew that
mankind would sin. He
promised that with sin death
would come (Gen. 2:16-17,
Rom. 5:12, 18-19). Because
God loves mankind, he
therefore made provisions
before he created mankind to
save those who believe and
obey him. The Apostle Paul
declared that God chose us in
Christ, "before the foundation of
the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before
Him in love" (Eph. 1:3-4). God
thought well enough of
humanity that, to overcome sin,
he sent his only Son into_the
world that his death on the cross
might pay for our sins (1Cor.
15:3). The Apostle John
declared that "God so loved the



world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.
For God did not send His Son
into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world
through Him might be saved”
(John 3:16-17).

God thinks enough of
humanity not only to save us
from sin and but also to give
believers an eternal home in
heaven with him. Jesus said to
his disciples, "I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there
you may be also" (John 14:3).
He then went to the cross and
thereby prepared a place in
heaven for us. God values
humanity more than the whole
world. Jesus asked, "What will
it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own
soul? Or what will a man give
in exchange for his soul?"
(Mark 8:36-37).

Because God thinks highly
of mankind, he is longsuffering,
wanting everyone to come to
repentance. The Apostle Peter
wrote that the "Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish
but that all should come to
repentance. But the day of the

Lord will come as a thief in the
night, in which the heavens will
pass away with a great noise,
and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and
the works that are in it will be
burned up. Therefore, since all
these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought
you to be in holy conduct and
godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day
of God, because of which the
heavens will be dissolved, being
on fire, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat?
Nevertheless we, according to
His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, looking
forward to these things, be
diligent to be found by Him in
peace, without spot and
blameless; and consider that the
longsuffering of our Lord is
salvation”" (2Peter 3:9-15).

— Robert Waggoner

BBtEe>
I0U KNOW?

Timothy grew up in a
spiritually divided home, yet
chose to be faithful to God.
“The son of a Jewish woman
who was a believer, but his
father was a greek,”
Acts 16:1
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C H A L L

DIRECTIONS: After searching through
your Bible, circle which answer is correct.

1. God told Peter to do this to Jesus
when he was on the mountain:

a) Quote

b) Feed

c) Listen

d) Worship

2. The father of a demon possessed boy
told Jesus He believed but needed help
with this:

a) Understanding

b) His mother-in-law

c) Money

d) Unbelief

3. Jesus taught when one divorces and
remarries they are guilty of:

a) Hatred

b) Adultery

¢) Nothing

d) Envy

4. The rich young ruler had this reaction
to being told to sell his possessions:

a) Saddened

b) Confused

c) Angered

d) Hungered

5. Bartimaeus did this after regaining
his sight:

a) Gota job

b) Went home

c) Followed Jesus

d) Went Sight-Seeing
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6. When told the Lord needed it by
those untying a colt, the bystanders did
this:
a) Attacked them
b) Rebuked them

c) Assisted them
d) Permitted them

7. Jesus said whenever the disciples
were praying to do this:

a) Say Amen

b) Forgive

c) Close their eyes

d) Whisper

8. Jesus asked if this was from heaven
or from men:

a) Baptism of John

b) Circumcision

¢) Handwashing

d) Tithing

9. Jesus was asked if it were a sin to do
this to Caesar:

a) Imitate him

b) Kill him

¢) Worship him

d) Pay tax to him

10. In response to the man who agreed
loving God was the greatest
commandment, Jesus said he was not
far from this:

a) Kissing up

b) Exaggerating

¢) Kingdom of God

d) Becoming an Apostle
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