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KEEP SEEKING THE THINGS ABOVE

“Therefore if you have been
raised up with Christ, keep
seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your mind on
the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. For
you have died and your life is
hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, is
revealed, then you also will be
revealed with Him in glory,”
(Col. 3:1-4). As we continue to
serve our Lord, let us be
mindful of Paul’s admonition
that we keep our minds centered
and focused where He is. Paul
candidly reminds us of Christ’s
location, at the right hand of
God in the glory of heaven,
encouraging us to keep our
attention and affections centered
and focused there right where
He is. Paul emphasizes this by
reminding us of what happened
to us in baptism. We died to
this world and were raised up to

be in fellowship with Christ
who is no longer in this world
but with the Father. There is a
deliberate parallel Paul makes
between Jesus ascending to the
heavenly places and our
fellowship with Jesus in his
letter to the Ephesians. “These
are in accordance with the
working of the strength of His
might which He brought about
in Christ, when He raised Him
from the dead and seated Him
at His right hand in the
heavenly places,” (Eph. 1:19-
20). Note how Paul uses the
same language of being seated
in the heavenly places when he
describes our spiritual rebirth
through obedience to the gospel.
“...even when we were dead in
our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved),
and raised us up with Him, and
seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ



Jesus,” (Eph. 2:5-6). This is
the point Paul is making when
he admonishes us to keep
seeking the things above where
Christ is. Let’s keep our minds
focused where we have been
raised up to dwell...with Christ
in the heavenly places. Imagine
being on a plane headed
towards a beautiful tropical
paradise where you would
spend the rest of your life in
absolute splendor and joy, and
the whole trip there all you
could talk about was the gift
shop back at the airport where
you took off from. This
wouldn’t exactly suggest you
were all that excited about
where you were headed. In the
same way, we who have been
given new life in Christ, having
died to the things of this life,
often spend much of our time as
we are headed to inhabit the
heavenly places where Christ is
thinking and talking more about
the “gift shops™ of this world
rather than the actual spiritual
dwelling place where our
fellowship lies. Paul reminds us
to shift the focal point of our
thoughts and desires from this
temporary dwelling place to the
eternal home where Christ is.
Paul gives us several practical
exercises which when diligently
followed will help us achieve
this redirection of focus Paul
wants us to make. “Let the
peace of Christ rule in your

hearts, to which indeed you
were called in one body,; and be
thankful. Let the word of Christ
richly dwell within you, with all
wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with thankfulness
in your hearts to God.

Whatever you do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks
through Him to God the
Father,” (Col. 3:15-17). Spend
plenty of time reading and
meditating on the word of
Christ. Paul says let it richly
dwell within us. We need this
daily time in the Word to keep
us focused on where we are
headed and what our mission is
to be while we are here for a
short while. It is the word of
Christ which will redirect our
focus and remind us how much
better life will be when we
finally dwell with Christ in
heaven. “For we know that if
the earthly tent which is our
house is torn down, we have a
building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. For indeed in this
house we groan, longing to be
clothed with our dwelling from
heaven, inasmuch as we, having
put it on, will not be found
naked. For indeed while we are
in this tent, we groan, being
burdened, because we do not
want to be unclothed but to be



clothed, so that what is mortal
will be swallowed up by life.
Now He who prepared us for
this very purpose is God, who
gave to us the Spirit as a
pledge. Therefore, being
always of good courage, and
knowing that while we are at
home in the body we are absent
Sfrom the Lord — for we walk by
faith, not by sight — we are of
good courage, I say, and prefer
rather to be absent from the
body and to be at home with the
Lord,” (2 Cor. 5:1-8). We are
also admonished to spend much
time singing together in
worship, admonishing one
another to stay focused on our
spiritual dwelling place in
heaven. Paul also reminds us to
do everything in this life in
Jesus’ name, for His purposes
giving thanks through prayer.
Paul reminds us earlier in the
Jetter of this important thought
necessary to help redirect our
focus. All things were made by
Him and for Him, and the more
we are brought to remembrance
of this point, the better we will
be to maintain our focus on the
things above where Christ is.
“He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by Him all things
were created, both in the
heavens and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or
authorities — all things have

been created through Him and

Sfor Him. He is before all things,

and in Him all things hold
fogether. He is also head of the
body, the church, and He is the
beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, so that He Himself
will come to have first place in
everything,” (Col. 1:15-18).

- Daniel Ruegg
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Michael the archangel
had a dispute with the
devil concerning the
body of Moses. “Yetin
the same way these
men, also by dreaming,
defile the flesh, and
reject authority, and
revile angelic majesties.
But Michael the
archangel, when he
disputed with the devil
and argued about the
body of Moses, did not
dare pronounce against
him a railing judgment,
but said, ‘The Lord
rebuke you!’”
Jude 8-9



People, Places, and Things

of the ’IBLE@%

A Second Arch of Titus Discovered

Archaeologists in Rome have discovered the foundations of a second
triumphal arch of Roman Emperor Titus, which was thought to be lost to
history, the Telegraph reports. The arch once stood at the entrance to
ancient Rome’s chariot-racing stadium, the Circus Maximus.

A member of the Flavian dynasty, Titus was emperor of Rome from 79
to 81 A.D. Even though he responded quickly with aid when Vesuvius
erupted barely two months into his reign in 79 and is credited with
completing the Colloseum in 80, it is the destruction of the Temple in
Jerusalem and his victory against the Jews in 70 when he was just a
general that has made Titus one of the more well-known figures in
Roman history. Scenes of Titus’s victory in Judaea—culminating with
the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem—decorate the world-famous
monumental Arch of Titus that stands on the Via Sacra in the Roman
Forum. A major tourist attraction, this triumphal arch commemorates
Titus’s conquest of Judaea and contains a well-known relief showing
Roman soldiers carrying spoils from thg

Temple, including the menorah, the
showbread table and trumpets. The
newly discovered second triumphal
arch, erected in 81 AD immediately
after Titus’ death, once stood 49 feet
high and 56 feet wide and 56 feet wide.
Archaeologists excavating at the easte
end of the Circus Maximus unearthed

more than 300 marble fragments belonging to this second arch of Titus.



