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PARABLE OF THE BARREN FIG TREE

The story Jesus tells of a man
who came looking for fruit on
a barren fig tree he planted and
his decision to finally cut it
down came in response to the
news of a barbaric act of
sacrilegious cruelty at the
hands of Pilate. “Now on the
same occasion there were
some present who reported to
Him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mixed
with their sacrifices,” (Lk.
13:1). The followers of Judas
of Galilee (Acts 5:37) may
very well be who is referenced
in this report. He began
drawing away Jewish
followers from the Roman .
government, declaring it was
not lawful to pay tribute to
Caesar. The Galileans were
known for being exceptionally
wicked from the writings of
Josephus, and had a tendency
to be involved with sedition. It

was not uncommon for
uprisings to occur and would
often be met with swift, harsh
retribution at the hands of
Pilate. As they were offering
their sacrifices in the temple
they were all killed, hence,
Pilate mingled their blood with
their sacrifices. The Jews had
a tendency of linking
extraordinary catastrophe with
a sense of God’s judgment
upon great abominable
wickedness. As sacrifices
were intended to cleanse the
sinner of their guilt, it certainly
seemed the wretchedness and
hopelessness of these
Galileans was exceptionally
great since not even an act of
sacrificial worship could save
them from their punishment.
Jesus challenged them to reject
this very common
misconception that only the
worst offenders would suffer



the worst fate, prompting Him
to ask, “Do you suppose that
these Galileans were greater
sinners than all other
Galileans because they
suffered this fate? 1 tell you,
no, but unless you repent, you
will all likewise perish. Or do
you suppose that those
eighteen on whom the tower in
Siloam fell and killed them
were worse culprits than all
the men who live in
Jerusalem? 1 tell you, no, but
unless you repent, you will all
likewise perish,” (Lk. 13:2-5).
To drive this point home, Jesus
then tells the parable of a man
who waited three years for a
fig tree he planted to bear fruit,
only to find it serving no other
purpose than taking up space
and ordered it to be cut down.
The vineyard keeper protested,
asking one more year be given
while the utmost care would be
taken to provide everything the
tree needed in order to be of
use to the owner. “And he
answered and said to him, ‘Let
it alone, sir, for this year too,
until I dig around it and put in
fertilizer; and if it bears fruit
next year, fine; but if not, cut it
down,’” (Lk. 13:8-9). Here,
Jesus illustrates that while God
is exceptionally patient with
us, eventually the time for

waiting on us to change will
expire and the fruits of
repentance will be expected to
be seen. Just like the owner of
the fig tree, God expects
results. And just like the
vineyard keeper who protested
the initial cutting down of the
tree before one more year of
excessive help was provided
the tree, God provides all of
the necessary tools and
sufficient support and
opportunity to grow and
produce the fruit He is
expecting in us. Jesus needed
to warn those bringing the
news of the tragic events
involving these Galileans that
it would not simply be those
who lived in excessive sinful
immoral behavior who would
suffer the worst punishment at
the hands of God, but all those
who refused to accept Christ as
King and willfully followed
Him in faithful obedience.
The ultimate horrific fate of
Jerusalem when Rome
besieged and destroyed it was
a catastrophic level of human
suffering and agonizing terror.
Before the initial invasion,
Rome would completely
surround the city, cutting off
it’s food supply, resulting in
savage cannibalism from the
tortures of starvation. Was
this fate brought from



excessive levels of immoral
behavior? No. From Israel’s
overall unwillingness to accept
the message of John the
Baptist and Jesus, “Repent, for
the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand.” Just like the patience
and special prodding of both
the owner and the vineyard
keeper, God had given them
sufficient time and help to
bring the results he expected.
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who
kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her!
How often I wanted to gather
your children together, the
way a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, and you were
unwilling. Behold, your house
is being left to you desolate!”
(Mt. 23:37-38). In much the
same way, there is often a
misconception that the horrific
eternal punishment of hell is
only for the most vile of
offenders. Let the words of
Jesus be a reminder, no, but
unless we repent, we will all
likewise perish. God has
given you everything you need
to grow and produce the fruit
in your life He is expecting.
Obey and follow Christ in faith
before the time comes when
His patience is expired.

“Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit, He takes
away... If anyone does not

abide in Me, he is thrown
away as a branch and dries
up; and they gather them, and
cast them into the fire and they
are burned,” (Jn. 15:2, 6).

— Daniel Ruegg

OU KNOW?

When Jesus was
tempted in the
wilderness, every
scripture He quoted to
Satan is from the
book of Deuteronomy.

The prophet Nathan
gave Solomon the
name “Jedidiah,”

meaning “beloved of
the Lord”
(2 Sam. 12:25).
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ACROSS

1. Had 2 sons, Hophni and Phinehas (1 Sam. 1:3)

3. ldol who fell on face before the Ark (1 Sam. 5:3)

6. Samuel's father (1 Sam. 1:19-20)

8. Named “because | have asked him of the Lord” (1 Sam. 1:20)
9. Israel removed this to serve the LORD alone (1 Sam. 7:3)

DOWN

1. Samuel wore this as he ministered before the LORD (1 Sam. 2:18)
2. Wife of Elkanah who received double portions (1 Sam. 1:4-5)

4. |srael put this away to serve the LORD only (1 Sam. 7:4)

5. Provoked Hannah bitterly (1 Sam. 1:4-6)

7. Named because “the glory has departed from Israel” (1 Sam. 4:21)



