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TWO MEN DISAGREE WITH THE PREACHER

Two men disagree with the
preacher. They have both
been taught that they are not
just to "swallow" everything
the preacher says; that they
are to think for themselves.
They are to be commended,
therefore, for their careful
evaluation of what is taught.

The key words with the
first man, however, are, "It
seems to me." All teaching is
judged according to his own
thinking, as to whether or not
it makes sense to him.

The key words with the
second man are, "What does
God say about it?" He desires
truth and knows that truth can
only be found in God's word
(John 17:17). If he disagrees
with the preacher, he does so
because he is convinced the
preacher has misused a

passage of scripture or has
failed to consider a scripture
that might affect his
conclusion. He comes with an
open Bible and an open mind,
prepared to defend his
position or to yield if he sees
that it is indefensible.

The first man exalts self.
He places too much
confidence in his own
thinking. He may do so
unconsciously but in reality,
he makes his own intellect
and experience his god. His
thinking is reflected in the
words of Naaman, "Behold, I
thought," words that would
have taken Naaman to a
leper's grave had it not been
for the admonition of his
servants (2 Kings 5:1-14).

The second man exalts
God. His confidence is in



what God says in the
scriptures. He recognizes that
his own intellect and
experience fade into
nothingness when placed in
the brightness of the light of
truth. A "thus saith the Lord"
ends all controversy with
him. His thinking is reflected
in that of the Bereans who
"were more fair-minded than
those in Thessalonica, in that
they... searched the
Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so"
(Acts 17:11).

Unless the first man
changes his attitude, he is
hopeless.

He is susceptible to all
manner of false ideas. He
cannot come to know God
and His truth through his own
wisdom (I Corinthians 1:21).
He must throw his own
wisdom, intellect, and
experience aside; he must
become poor in spirit, meek
before God, mourning,
hungering and thirsting for
righteousness; he must bow
in submission to the Lord and
to His word. He must say
with Paul, "Oh, the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His

judgments and His ways past
finding out! For who has
known the mind of the
LORD? Or who has become
His counselor?'" (Romans
11:33-34).

The second man is a
blessed and fortunate man in-
deed, for he will learn the
truth that will make him free
(John8:32). Unfortunately, he
is a rare man in the twentieth
century. But he does exist—
and he can exist even in the
man who is presently reading
this article. What a challenge
to each of us! After all, it is
one thing to disagree with a
preacher, but quite another
thing to disagree with
Almighty God!

-Bill Hall

BEWARE OF NORMAL

According to a humorous
television commercial, one of
the first signs of termite
infection in your home is that
"everything looks perfectly
normal." It is their way of
convincing us that a lot of
damage can be done before
you even notice it. The ad
might serve to remind us of
problems that can occur in
our spiritual house if we do
not take protective measures.



The very foundation can be
destroyed while everything
on the outside seems to be
normal by the standards of
our day. When our lives are
comfortably blended into the
society we live in, when there
is nothing unusual about our
moral or religious principles,
when our priorities are the
same as the great majority of
our neighbors, then things are
dangerously "normal." The
problem is that "normal" is a
term that is determined by
man's standards, and though
measuring up to it may
provide a degree of comfort
here, it falls far short when it
comes to laying up treasures
in heaven.

Paul warned the
Corinthians of some who
"measuring themselves by
themselves and comparing
themselves with themselves,
are without understanding”
(II Cor. 10:12). God's
yardstick matters, not that of
the "mainstream of society."
God has always required His
people to be separate (Isa.
52:11; II Cor. 6:17-7:1) not
physically withdrawn, but
distinct in conversation and
conduct, not fashioned
according to the world (Rom.

12:1, 2). It is a sobering
Biblical truth that few will be
saved; the majority will enter
the broad way that leads to
destruction (Matt. 7:13, 14). It
is strange, then, that we should
be satisfied with attaining a
status accepted by society. What
value is it, if we lose our souls?
Friend, if your life seems

"normal" enough by man's
standards it may be that your
spiritual house is caving in. It
will not be shored up by man's
money or man's tools, but by the
Word that framed the worlds
(Heb. 11:3). The answer is some
honest, objective study of it, for
it is the standard which will
judge us (John 12:48).

-Larry Walker

DID7oU KNOW?

When was the Bible
written? It was written
over a period of some

1,500 years, from
around 1450 B.C. (the
time of Moses) to about
100 A.D. (following the
death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ).



MONTHLY
CHALLENGE

DIRECTIONS: Each first Sunday of the month, we will have challenges that
you should attempt fo complete by the end of the month. If we all, as
members, complete these challenges, our church will grow in spirit and in
number.

1) PROSPECTIVE “COME & SEE” LIST

Jn. 1:38-39 “Rabbi, where are You staying?” He said to them, “Come, and you will see.”
Throughout this month, make a list of names of people you know who are
curious about why you are a Christian, why you attend the Wellsburg
Church of Christ, or why you read the Bible and invite them to “come and
see” and check out our worship services. Send them a letter, hand them a
card, post a message on Facebook, text or email, the choice is yours, but
make sure you invite them to “come and see” as Jesus did to the first
curious seekers who came to Him. Start by writing down a list of names, no
matter how many, who wonder why you attend services, why you live the
way you do as a Christian, or why you even believe in God! Make sure they
are contacted before the end of the month to “Come & See!”

WRITE YOUR “COME & SEE” LIST HERE:
D}

2)

3)
4)

9)

2) USING YOUR BIBLE IN THE WORLD

Share the following verses with someone who does not attend this
congregation at least twice this month:

| Timothy 1:15-17

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom | am
foremost of all. Yet for this reason | found mercy, so that in me as
the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect
patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for
eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.



