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How do the passages Isaiah
14:12 and Revelation 9:11 affect the
answer you gave about Satan being a
fallen angel? Please explain what |saiah
14:12-17 is referring to. What does verse
12 mean when it says, “O, Lucifer, son of
the morning?”

Isaiah 14:12 reads in the King
James Version, “How art thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!
How art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations!” Many
have taken the word “Lucifer” to refer to
Satan. In fact, our modern culture accepts
this word as being synonymous with
Satan. Modern culture, however, should
not be our standard for applying definitions
to the Bible. if one were to look in a
dictionary regarding the word “baptism” a
number of things would show up. No doubt
among those things would be sprinkling
and pouring of water onto someone’s
head. Should we accept this modemn
definition for baptism and insert it into the

Biblical text? Absolutely not. We find by
studying the Bible that baptism is a burial
(Romans 6:4) and that therefore we must
be immersed in water to be properly
baptized. The same is true here. Just
because modern society accepts the word
Lucifer to refer to Satan does not
necessarily mean that this passage is
referring to Satan. In contrast to the KJV,
the American Standard Version reads,
“How art thou fallen from heaven, O day-
star, son of the morning! How art thou cut
down to the ground, that didst lay low the
nations!” You may have noticed that in the
ASV the same word that is translated
“Lucifer” in the KJV, is translated “day-
star.” This is the better translation of the
Hebrew word and you will find that most
modern day translations use this same
phrase to translate the word.

You may be wondering where the
idea of Lucifer as Satan first got started.
Well, according to Smith's Bible dictionary,
Jerome first taught this. Jerome lived from



331 A.D. to about 420 A.D. He was
best known for his work in translating
the Old and New Testaments from
Greek and Hebrew into Latin. This
became known as the Latin Vuigate. It
was completed in 405 A.D. The Latin
Vulgate was the  predominant
translation used from this time well into
the second millennium. It was not until
the reformation when the Bible was
translated into other languages (such
as English and German) that the Latin
Vulgate lost its popularity. But the Latin
Vulgate was still influential in these
translations. The King James Version
was not immune to its influence and
the King James translators chose to
use the Latin word here for their
translation. This reflected the doctrine
that Jerome taught regarding Satan.
That is how we got the word “Lucifer”
in the King James Version of the Bible.
But was Jerome’s understanding of
this verse correct?

There is really no indication in
the context of this verse that Isaiah is
speaking historically about anyone
except about whom he specifically
identifies. Notice in Isaiah 14:3, 4. “And
it shall come to pass in the day that the
LORD shall give thee rest from thy
sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the
hard bondage wherein thou wast made
to serve, that thou shalt take up this
proverb against the king of Babylon,
and say, How hath the oppressor
ceased! the golden city ceased!” Isaiah
specifically says that this passage is
referring to the eventual destruction of
the King of Babylon. In other words,
this is a prophesy regarding the fall of
the King of Babylon. The prophecy is

couched in proverbial language (as
Isaiah specifically says). This is
language that is figurative in nature.
Why should we take it to refer to
anything else other than this man?
Considering that the person about
whom it is speaking is specifically
mentioned and considering that this
passage is full of figurative language,
there is no compelling reason to
believe that Isaiah was speaking about
anyone except the King of Babylon.
Now, this certainly does not mean that
Satan does not share these same
attitudes. In fact, there is no doubt that
when sin is involved Satan is behind it.
However, that is quite a different thing
from saying that this passage refers to
the history of Satan and his aboriginai
relationship with God.

The word “Lucifer” merely
means in this passage, “morning star”
or “day-star.” This was a common
name given to ancient kings to honor
their position of power in the world.
History records that this appellation
was used not only in the Babylonian
kingdom as Isaiah records here, but
also in reference to other ancient kings
as well. It would have been consistent,
in his historical setting, for Isaiah to
use this term to refer to the king of
Babylon, as others would clearly
understand to whom he was referring.

The second passage that the
question poses is Revelation 9:11.
This verse reads, “And they had a king
over them, which is the angel of the
bottomless pit, whose name in the
Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the
Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.”
The Hebrew word Abaddon and the



Greek word Apollyon both mean “the
destroyer.” The king of this passage is
in reference to the king of locusts that
were released at the sounding of the
trumpet of the fifth angel in 9:1. In this
verse we read, “And the fifth angel
sounded, and | saw a star fall from
heaven unto the earth: and to him was
given the key of the bottomless pit.” Is
this “star” that fell the same one as the
king of the locusts? Well, | will admit
that it is possible, but the context is so
highly figurative that it is difficult to
come to any specific conclusions about
which individual this specifically is and
to what all these locusts are referring.
The Bible says that many angels fell
due to sin (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). What
would make us think that this king is
not one of them? ls it possible that this
passage could be talking about Satan?
I will admit that it is possible. However,
the question that we need to ask is: “Is
it conclusive?” | just don’t think that it is
conclusive.

So | don't think that these
passages change my answer in regard
to what | said about the Bible teaching
that Satan was once an angel. No
Bible passage conclusively says that
Satan was once an angel. Was Satan
a created being? Yes, he was. Was he
fallen from grace? Yes, he fell from
grace. Was he specifically an angel
that had fallen from grace? The Bible
just does not specifically say whether
he was an angel or not. | will readily
admit the possibility of that being true.
But for us to dogmatically say that this
is the case is to go beyond the
evidence that is presented within the
text.
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YOU, BUT SIMPLY T%Jn
SAY THANK Y0U.
FOR ALL | HAVE

Have you thanked God today
for any of the following?

o The Bible
o Jesus giving His life
for us

o Our church family

o The freedoms we are
able to enjoy

o Our educations and
educators

o Doctors and medicines

o The avenue of prayer

o Those serving as
elders/deacons

o Your Turn:
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DIRECTIONS: Each first Sunday of the month, we will have challenges that
you should attempt to complete by the end of the month. Ifwe all, as
members, complete these challenges, our church will grow in spirit and in
number.

1) PREPARE FOR OUR GOSPEL MEETIING

Mark 16:15 “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel o all creation.”
We have a gospel meeting coming up, starting on May 15, with brother
Jason Hardin speaking for us that week. The success of a meeting
depends greatly upon how much effort goes into it before it even starts.
Some of the ways we can all take part are:

a) invite friends

b) invite family

¢) invite co-workers

d) talk about it and invite people via Facebook or Twitter

e) post flyers for the meeting up around the community

f) if possible, adjust your work schedule to be able to attend each night
g) leave invitations on tables at restaurants with the tip

2) USING YOUR BIBLE IN THE WORLD
Share the following verses with someone who does not attend this
congregation at least twice this month:

Luke 22:24-27

24 “A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be
regarded as the greatest. 25 And he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles
exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called
benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is
the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one
who reclines at table? But | am among you as the one who serves.”



