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The difference is palpable—
and tragic. Watch a visiting family with
two young children enter a church
building and the response you witness
is overwhelming. People go out of
their way (literally) to meet these new
visitors and share with them what their
congregation has to offer children.

But consider for a moment
the response to a family who has
more than five children. The response
is not as overwhelming. In fact, they
odd,
financially

are is often viewedas
irresponsible, not
wise, lower class, or socially ignorant.
More often than not, Christians steer
very clear of extremely large families.

After all, society has successfully
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convinced us that “two” is the magic

number for children.

Even from the pulpit we hear

a preacherjoking about “narrow
escape” of he and his wife thinking
they might be pregnant. The fact of
the matter is, this is not a
joking subject. How sad is it to hear a
preacher teach a powerful lesson on
children and the home only to realize
that his actions are teaching a totally
different

listened firsthand to a preacher give

lesson? | have
counsel about the “wisdom” of only
having one or two children—and that
anything more than that is “foolish.”
This same preacher would then mount
the pulpit and preach a tear-jerking



Psalm 127 and
children. While his voice spoke one

lesson on

message, his life and his actions
spoke an entirely different

message.

There are some Christians
who need to really re-evaluate their
view of children in the light of
God’s Word.

Here’s what | intend on
teaching my children about the
blessings of children.

Not a morning passes by
in our house when your mom and |
are not thankful for the sounds of
little feet and tender young voices.
We feel incredibly blessed by
God to have children, and we pray
that you will be able to experience
the same joys of parenthood.

I’'m not exactly sure of the
precise date of when children went
from being considered a blessing
to being considered baggage, but
unfortunately | have witnessed

it countless times. Parents
oftentimes view the existence of
their children as competition for
their own personal desires
and wishes. At some point along

the way, parents began to value

prosperity more than posterity. |
hope that you will boldly reject
society’'s  view of  children.
Never look upon children as a
burden or an expense. Sure, we
need to be
financially responsible—but

children are not a tally mark we put

under the “expense” column.

Sadly, some parents today
do not even like their children. The
responsibility  forrearing these
children is given to anyone and
everyone—except their own

parents (see Deuteronomy 6:4-9—

a passage directed toward
parents). In some homes, children
are treated as just another piece of
property,
showpiece to be trotted out when

a commodity, or a

guests visit. Parents have forgotten
that they are responsible to return
the souls of their children to God,
and that every soul s
precious (Matthew 16:24-26).

Every time you see a
child's face, | hope that the first
thought that enters your mind will
be “a blessing from God." The
inspired psalmist observed,

“Behold, children are a heritage



from the Lord, the fruit of the womb
is a reward” (Psalm 127:3). It
then continues by saying, “Happy
is the man who has his quiver full
of them.” When you see a family
enter a church building with many
children, | hope you will
remind yourself and that mother
how blessed she truly is. Solomon
wrote, “Children’s children are the
crown of old men, and the glory of
children is their father”
(Proverbs 17:6). I'm looking
forward to that crown!

While | don’t know God'’s
plan for each one of you, | do pray
you enjoy parenthood— whether it
be you physically having
children or adopting little ones into
your family. | wish for you a full

quiver so that youtoo can

experience  the love, joys,
and happiness that you have
brought your mother and me.
Love,
Dad

Brad Harrub

Have you thanked God today
for any of the following? -

God gave you a gift of

86,400

seconds today. Have
you used one to say

THANK YOU?

o The Bible
o Jesus giving His life
for us

Our church family
Jobs

The avenue of prayer
The changing seasons
Doctors and medicines
Laughter

The ability to sing
Those serving as
elders/deacons

Your Turn:
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KWMLYWSRUAGAZWYVRUSTC
NAMBQQQU I HUPWF ZEMUDG<CU
P HY J L JTROBRUGWEWAUZDBGSGA
TDKWPILQJ I QOCSNWONHMHJIA
B PY PBHPBVYVKMFZS3HKUYUV OVE
B FAEXPCUSWI!I KFMJIHXILZXTP
M OCRZ ZGLETILI S I NFULWI JA
X FH I} ELCB I HMELTI V AJNPW
WY CSRYONARZ | OUPLXEZ BTP
QK ZHEDGCTYWCATSXJS YA
DN NEFTUCLPBMHEAYVYENSST
P NBDJUDGMENTSB®SBMPFLTI
§ COFFERSJAREW®PEWMNTANTC CE
QEFEENI!INTZBNJOVERLOOGEKHM
TQKLDIJI HS PNV TQXDULJ VT
WL GO FEOAHWZQOLOUHMMEPBRERH
Yy H FEDQUGNDTVWVYXWUUJ I B UG
R CF I OTSUUWMWXOBTU OCNNP
J DT LQNAQSRWFATHERSTX
S XY UE S NHNWZLKB I XBMYQ
N KGY ELDD®QLRGSBJDOGQYBRU
DIRECTIONS: Look up the scripture in the Bible, and find the
answer in the crossword above.

2 Pet. 3:3, ...that will come in the last days...

2 Pet. 3:3, ...following their own desires.

2 Pet. 3:4, They will say, “Where is the of His coming?

2 Pet. 3:4, For ever since the fell asleep, all things are continuing...
2 Pet. 3:5, For they deliberately this fact,

2 Pet. 3:6, ...the world that then existed was deluged with water and
2 Pet. 3.7, ...stored up for fire, being kept until the day of

2 Pet. 3:8, with the Lord one day is as a years,

2 Pet. 3:9, as some count slowness, but is toward you,
2 Pet. 3:9, ...but that all should reach i

2 Pet. 3:10, ...and then the will pass away with a roar,

2 Pet. 3:11, ...what sort of people ought you to be in lives of



