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Over the past few years
a trend has increased among

people, especially Americans:
the idea that people can be
good Christians without being
part of a church. Many people
will recognize that Jesus is the
Messiah and Lord, but yet want
nothing to do with any church.
This attitude fits with the
independent streak that marks
most Americans. Many also
feel that churches are just
trying to get money out of
people, and they do not see
the value or relevance in being
part of a church.

It is too often true that
churches are not living up to
the call of Jesus Christ. Some
churches do not teach the
Bible at all, and other churches
favor their traditions over what
the Bible teaches. Too many

other churches teach the truths
of the Bible and yet do not
show the love and community
that God desires. Do these
difficulties, however, mean that
we can or should be Christians
without being part of a church?

We must first
understand that there can be
no such thing as a "churchless
Christian." In Ephesians 4:4-5,
we read that there is "one
body", as assuredly as there is
"one faith" and "one Lord." In

Ephesians 5:29-30 (and
Colossians 1:18), Paul
identifies that "one body" as
the church; this is the body for
which He gave His life
(Ephesians 5:25-27). Anyone

who is not a part of this
"universal church" is separated
from Christ, and will not be
saved! A Christian, then, that



is entirely "churchless” is no
Christian, and has no part in
the resurrection of life!

Is it possible for a
Christian to be part of the
"universal® church without
being identified with a local
church? The Scriptures give
us no reason to believe that
such is possible except
temporarily, such as being
converted while traveling.

God desires for His
people to act in certain
ways, and many of these
actions require a person to
be part of a local church of
fellow believers. God
desires that His people die
to self and live for others
(Galatians 2:20, Philippians

2:1-4). Christians are to
think more highly of others
and the needs of others than
of themselves and their own
needs. God intended for
Christians to be first
concerned with the needs of
their fellow Christians
(Galatians 6:10, Matthew

25:31-46). How can this be
done if one is not part of a
local church?

God also desires that
His people work together,
both to strengthen each
other and to further His
purposes (Hebrews 10:24-

25, Galatians 6:2, Acts 2:42-
47). Encouragement and
accountability are important
aspects of the Christian
faith. Christians are
commanded to consider how
to provoke other Christians
to love and do good works
and to bear each other's
burdens. They are to be
open and honest with one
another so that they can be
the best servants of God
they can be. This can only
happen when Christians
come together and get to
know each other, and the
focal church has been
designed for this purpose.

The witness of the
Scriptures is clear: God
expects Christians to work
together in a local church.
Love for one another,
encouragement to continue
in the faith, and
accountability are all
learned in the environment
of the local church. We
cannot grow to be the type
of Christians that please
God if we attempt to do so
on our own!

Yes, it is
unfortunately true that too
often local churches are not
representing God's
intentions very weli. Too



many churches encourage
too much passive behavior
and do not challenge their
members to represent the
community that God expects
the local church to be. Just
because many churches fail
to live up to God's desires,
however, does not mean that
we are "off the hook" of the
local church. God
established local churches
in His wisdom for our
benefit. If God desired to
have "maverick Christians,"
He could easily have done
so0. He recognizes, however,
that we are too weak to
defeat Satan by ourselves.

Christians need
opportunities to assemble
with one another, to show

love to one another, building
one another up, and
encouraging and exhorting
each other to continue to
serve God according to His
will.

if you believe in God
and Jesus Christ, do not
deprive yourself of the love
and encouragement  you
need and that others need
from you: join us!

Ethan R. Longhenry

dear God,
thanks for this
beautiful life
and forgive me if
| love it
enoug

Have you thanked God today N7
for any of the following? e

o The Bible
o Jesus giving His life g

for us
Ouzr church family
The ability to travel Y
Good spiritual examples
Our jobs

The roofs over our heads
The ability to sing

The changing seasons
The ability to laugh

Your Turn:
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ZJAWPQ@BQWLXVY ZPVVYVKTFUY
VOYLDISCIPLESQI NWATFYV
J CMVKY GDTLJBRANCHIEKIEKTEC
G TQEJRMBHRLUEQEHNTNGT
OX ALOVEDEHLPQCDTMDYYV
Yy QLMJSBSRBMJURRZUIKUY
LLGPRUMNESBLQGGEWGMJIA
UCWLKLZJGDROQCESEZMXS
WEBPEHNCQY X ZHQS KD ZGK
MFMEVDFDDBUMNNOESROGUYV
JPNXAPUBBROCOWRIZUNILN
CRSBRYNAZZTQTRFEZCTL
LDOQGJ SGJIJMDVHXGS | KFL
EWBEWBSSETUPI I RCJGGIZ
ALDVLUINFCDQQNREUQXZCHSB
N VWCFRSQFTYNGRABUDG GO QI
AYHEVNTXKTCANRNDTNZAPY
US UETEYXFGKOZWEGZHHA
M SABIDERGHJAUWRHKUTMHP
UQMSY ZA I GWXWUDETDYVKHEC
RMXTXURY ZNEBQOYMRAUD

DIRECTIONS: Look up the scripture in the Bible, and find the
answer in the crossword above.

John 15:1, | am the true vine, and my Father is the

John 15:2, Every ________in me that does not bear fruit He takes away,

John 15:2, ...that does bear fruit He , that it may bear more fruit.
John 15:3, Already you are because of the word that | have spoken...
John 154, in me, and ! in you.

John 154, ... bear fruit by itself, unless it...

John 15:5, ...for apart from me you can do

John 15:8, he is thrown away like a branch and :

John 15:6, and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and

John 15:8, ... bear much fruit and so prove to be my

John 15:9, As the Father has _____me, so have |...

John 15:13, Jove has no one than this, that someone lay down his life
for his friends.



