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A large
passages establish the reign of

Christians. Paul tells us that
Christians will reign with Christ
after this life is over. "This is a
faithful saying: For if we died
with Him, We shall also live with
Him. If we endure, We shall also
reign with Him. If we deny Him,
He also will deny us" (1l Timothy

2:11-12). John expresses a
similar thought in Revelation

3:21, "To him who overcomes |
will grant to sit with Me on My
throne, as | also overcame and
sat down with My Father on His
throne." 1t is a reign that will last
through all eternity (Revelation
22:5; Ephesians 2:5-7).

Yet, there are also
numerous passages which state
that Christians currently reign on
the earth. "And they sang a new
song, saying: "You are worthy to
take the scroll, And to open its
seals; For You were slain, And
have redeemed us to God by
Your blood Out of every tribe
and tongue and people and

nation, And have made us kings
and priests to our God; And we
shall reign on the earth.™
(Revelation 5:9-10). Some
translations render the last
statement as "made them to be a
kingdom," but the last phrase
still states that they will reign on
the earth. Peter talks of
Christians being a royal, or
kingly, priesthood (| Peter 2:9).
Paul said, "For if by the one
man's offense death reigned
through the one, much more
those who receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of
righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ"
(Romans 5:17). Daniel
prophesied of this reign of God's
people in Daniel 7:18, 22, 27.

It is not the fact that we
reign which gives trouble, it is
the question of how we reign.
Most of us do not feel we have
much authority in this world. So
how does the Christian reign?

In one sense, we reign
by sharing the blessings of our




king. As Paul said, "Blessed
be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every
spiritual  blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ"
(Ephesians 1:3). As adopted
heirs of God, we share the
benefits of our elder brother's
reign upon the throne of God.

Yet, there is more to
the Christian's reign. The
Bible is clear that we have
been granted some authority.
"And he who overcomes, and
keeps My works until the end,
to him | will give power over
the nations _ He shall rule
them with a rod of iron;, They
shall be dashed to pieces like
the potter's vessels' --as |
also have received from My
Father" (Revelation 2:26-27).
This verse is particularly
interesting as it takes a
prophesy of Christ's rule and
applies it each Christian.
Perhaps if we understand how
Christ reigns we can better
understand how we reign with
Christ.

We know that God
rules over those who choose
to be His. God's kingdom is
connected with the idea of
accepting God's authority
(Matthew 6:10, 33). Yet, God
reigns even over those who
do not accept His rule.
Nebuchadnezzar learned this
the hard way (Daniel 4:1-3,
30-37). God rules over all the
kingdoms (Psalm 103:19) and
His kingdom has no end
(Psalm 145:13).

When Christ came, a
kingdom was  established
which would consume all
other nations (Daniel 2:44).
His rule was not dependant

on the acceptance of man
(Psalm_2). In fact, Christ is
said to rule in the midst of
enemies. "The LORD said to
my Lord, "Sit at My right
hand, Till | make Your enemies
Your footstool.” The LORD
shall send the rod of Your
strength out of Zion. Rule in
the midst of Your enemies!
Your people shall be
volunteers In the day of Your
power; In the beauties of
holiness, from the womb of the
morning, You have the dew of
Your youth" (Psalm 110:1-3).
Christ holds all authority, not
just in heaven, but also on
earth (Matthew 28:18).

Hence, Jesus reigns
over the United States, and
France, and lIraq, and every
other nation, whether they
acknowledge His reign or not.
And the Christian reigns with
Christ. In accordance with the
laws of our kingdom, Christians
are obedient to the laws of the
nations where they live
(Romans_13:1-7). Yet, when
these same nations break the
laws of God, Christians have
the authority to say they will
not obey the nations. When the
apostles were told to stop
preaching in the name of
Jesus, they replied that it was
better to obey God than man
(Acts 4:19-20). Take note of
the response by Christians to
this event. "So when they
heard that, they raised their
voice to God with one accord
and said: "Lord, You are God,
who made heaven and earth
and the sea, and all that is in
them, who by the mouth of
Your servant David have said:
'Why did the nations rage, And
the people plot vain things?
The kings of the earth took
their stand, And the rulers
were gathered together Against




the LORD and against His
Christ.” For truly against Your
holy Servant Jesus, whom You
anointed, both Herod and
Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the people of
Israel, were gathered together
to do whatever Your hand and
Your purpose determined
before to be done" (Acts 4:23-
28). What gave the apostles
the right to tell the rulers of
their nation that they were
wrong? Jesus gave them the
right to rule over the nations.
Think about it. When one
person tells another this is the
way it is going to be, who is in
charge?

Qur rule is not the
right to create our own laws.
But we do have the right to
impose Christ's laws on others.
We have the right to say that
God's laws supersede our
national faws. We have the
right to tell men that they must
submit to the will of God. They
may not like it. We might be
persecuted or even killed for
our stand with our king, but the
right remains ours. "Assuredly,
| say to you, whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. Again | say to you that
if two of you agree on earth
concerning anything that they
ask, it will be done for them by
My Father in heaven" (Matthew

18:18-19). This translation
makes it appear that we can

make up our own rules, but the
Greek is more specific.
Whatever we bind on earth are
the things which have been
bound in heaven. What gives
us the right to impose the will
of heaven on others? The fact
that as obedient servants of
Christ, we reign with Him.

Jeffrey W. Hamilton
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YOU, BUT SIMPLY T
SAY THANK YOU,
FOR ALL | HAVE.

Have you thanked God today A
for any of the following? Nl

o The Bible
o Jesus giving His life
for us

o Our church family

o The freedoms we are
able to enjoy

o Our educations and
educators

o Doctors and medicines

o The avenue of prayer

o Those serving as
elders/deacons

o Your Turn:
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DIRECTIONS: Each first Sunday of the month, we will have challenges that
you should attempt to complete by the end of the month. If we all, as
members, complete these challenges, our church will grow in spirit and in
number.

1) MEMORIZING BIBLE FACTS

2 Cor. 4:6 “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

It is important for Christians to have knowledge of God’s Word. This month,
our chatlenge will be to memorize some facts from the Scriptures so we can
recall them at a moment’s notice. Here are some things we should commit
to memory:

a) The books that make up the Old Testament- Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1
& 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations,
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

b) The books that make up the New Testament- Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John, Acts, Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews,
James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, Jude, Revelation

c) The twelve sons of Israel- Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali,
Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin

d) The apostles of Jesus- Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Thomas,
Matthew, Bartholomew, James, Simon, Thaddaeus, Judas, Matthias, Paul
e) The plan of salvation- Believe, Heb. 11:6; Repent, 2 Pet. 3:9; Confess,
Rom. 10:9; Immersion, Acts 22:16; Remain faithful, Rev. 2:10

2) USING YOUR BIBLE IN THE WORLD
Share the following verses with someone who does not attend this
congregation at least twice this month:

Titus 2:7-10

7 “Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in
your teaching show integrity, dignity, 8 and sound speech that cannot be
condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing
evil to say about us. 9 Bondservants are to be submissive to their own
masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative,
10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they
may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.”



