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Burr Under My Sadale

A burr is a small seed which
has stiff bristles or hooks around it.
Burrs are most frequently found in
When an
individual walks through the area, the
burrs attach themselves to hair, fur,
and clothing. Once a burr has
grabbed on to something, it does not
want to let go. The individual must
labor over his clothing until every last
burr is gone and yet, later, there will
likely stili be one that was overlooked.
Interestingly enough, Velcro was
designed after the properties of burrs.

“A burr under my saddle” is an
idiomatic phrase which is defined as
something which annoys you or spurs
you to action according to the website
“Usingenglish.com”.  Understanding
the property of burrs lends itself to
understanding the phrase’s meaning.

brushy, unkempt areas.

When a burr gets under a horses
saddle, it annoys the animal causing it
to be unwieldy as the burr digs into its
flesh causing discomfort. This same
reaction occurs in the human, as the
burrs scratch into his flesh.

The consequences of sin can
very easily be compared to the burr.
First, consequences of sin are like a
burr  because they are not
comfortable. They are supposed to
be uncomfortable bringing about
repentance. In the life of a Christian,
the discomfort should be felt from the
conscience and from caring brothers
and sisters who reprove the sin.

2 Corinthians 7:9-11 - / now
rejoice, not that ye were made sorry,
but that ye were made sorry unto
repentance, for ye were made sorry
after a godly sort, that ye might suffer



loss by us in nothing. For godly
sorrow worketh repentance unto
salvation, a repentance which
bringeth no regret: but the sorrow
of the world worketh death. For
behold, this selfsame thing, that ye
were made sorry after a godly sort,
what earnest care it wrought in
you, yea what clearing of
yourselves, yea what indignation,
yea what fear, yea what longing,
yea what zeal, yea what avenging!
In  everything ye  approved
yourselves to be pure in the
matter.

Second, the
consequences of sin are like a burr
in that they often do not easily go
away:

Acts 9:10-14 — Now there
certain  disciple at
Damascus, named Ananias;, and
the Lord said unto him in a vision,
Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am
here, Lord. And the Lord said unto
him, Arise, and go to the street
which is called Straight, and
inquire in the house of Judas for
one named Saul, a man of Tarsus:
for behold, he prayeth; and he hath
seen a man named Ananias
coming in, and faying his hands on
him, that he might receive his
sight. But Ananias answered, Lord,
| have heard from many of this
man, how much evil he did to thy
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saints at Jerusalem: and here he
hath authority from the chief priests
to bind all that call upon thy name.

Acts 9:26 — And when he
was come to Jerusalem, he
assayed fo join himself to the
disciples: and they were all afraid
of him, not believing that he was a
disciple.

Adam brought a life of toil
into the world because of his sin.
Israel spent 40 vyears in the
wilderness because of their
disobedience. King David sinned
with Bathsheba and felt the
consequences the rest of his life.
An individual who does not repent
of sin, feels the consequences of
his sin for eternity.

Third, like a burr, sin is
easier to obtain than it is be
discard:

Matthew 10:21-22 — And
brother shall deliver up brother to
death, and the father his child: and
children shall rise up against
parents, and cause them to be put
fo death. And ye shall be hated of
all men for my name’s sake: but he
that endureth to the end, the same
shall be saved.

Jesus spoke of a narrow
way and a wide way:

Matthew 7:13-14 — Enter
ye in by the narrow gate: for wide
is the gate, and broad is the way,



hat leadeth to destruction, and
nany are they that enter in
hereby. For narrow is the gate,
and  straitened  the way, that
eadeth unto life, and few are they
hat find it.

It seems so much easier to
valk the wide way. Why walk the
varrow way? All the pleasure of
he world seems to be there. A
new way of thinking is required to
get off the wide way and few want
to change.

Finally, sin like a burr, is
best avoided by staying from away
from its environment.

| Corinthians, 6:18 - Flee
fornication. Every sin that a man
doeth is without the body; but he
that committeth fornication sinneth
against his own body.

| Corinthians 10:14 -
Wherefore, my beloved, flee from
idolatry.

| Corinthians 15:33 — Be
not deceived: Evil companionships
corrupt good morals.

2 Timothy 2:22 — But flee
youthful lusts, and follow after
righteousness, faith, love, peace,
with them that call on the Lord out
of a pure heart.

If you want to smell like the
roses, stay away from the pigs.

Travis Main

Have you thanked God today B
for any of the following? )

FYUU. BUT SIMPLY TO
SAY THANK YOU
FOR ALL | HAVE

o The Bible
o Jesus giving His life
for us

o Our church family

o The freedoms we are
able to enjoy

o Our educations and
educators

o Doctors and medicines

o The avenue of prayer

o Those serving as
elders/deacons

o Your Turn:
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Momhg Cha llgnges

DIRECTIONS: Each first Sunday of the month, we will have challenges that
you should attempt to complete by the end of the month. If we all, as
members, complete these challenges, our church will grow in spirit and in
number.

1) ENCOURAGE OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN
CHRIST

1 Thess. 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are
doing.”

A vital work that Christians are to be engaged in is strengthening each
other. This month, our challenge will be to take the initiative and do
something to build up someone in our congregation. Some of the ways we
can all be encouragers are:

a) read the prayer list in the builetin and visit someone

b) if you can't visit, give them a phone call

¢) or send them a card to brighten their day

d) take time before and after services to get to know the brethren

e) say something positive about their work in the church

f) tell others about a Bible verse or passage that encourages you

g) offer hospitality and help if you can, and do so with love

2) USING YOUR BIBLE IN THE WORLD
Share the following verses with someone who does not attend this
congregation at least twice this month:

Matthew 22:35-40

35 “And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question to test Him.

36 ‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ 37 And He
said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor
as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and
the Prophets.”



