beginnings of

things always intrigue us. We
often mark them with great
ceremony at the time if we
anticipate their importance
(weddings, ribbon-cutting
grand openings, signings,
etc.). We frequently research
beginnings if only later we
realize someone’'s or
something's importance (the
work of  historians). It s
therefore of no surprise that
thinking men and women have
often pondered the beginning
of the physical universe.

The

While many are content

to not give it any
consideration and perhaps
assume that because it is

here it has always been here,
most observe and realize that
all  physical things have
measurable deterioration and,
therefore, cannot be eternal
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but must have had a
beginning point.

Essentially, there are
two possibilities for how the
physical began: 1) It
happened by random chance,
or 2) It happened on purpose.
Expressed another way: 1) It
happened by random chance,
or 2) It happened by design.
Stated yet another way 1) It
began spontaneously from
ignorant nothingness, or 2) It
began intentionally from
intelligence.

In modern parlance it is
the debate between "Big
Bang" and "Intelligent Design"
or "Evolution” vs "Creation."
While some have attempted to
harmonize the general theory
of evolution and creation
theory, at its core such an
attempt is futile. To borrow



from the apostle Paul,
"what fellowship has
purpose with accident,
what communion has

design with chance, what
accord has intelligence with
ignorance, what agreement
has creation with
evolution," (adapted from L
Corinthians 6:14-16). The
answer is none.

When anyone is
challenged to give a
historical explanation for
the existence of something
physical, spontaneous
generation from nothing is
never considered sound
reasoning. Yet this is what
modern science teaches is
the best explanation for the
beginning of all things.

However, the ancient
book of books, the Holy
Scriptures, offers another
explanation. Many find its
explanation incredible, but
it is far more credible than
the spontaneous generation
of something from nothing
suggested by atheists and
agnostics. "In the
beginning God created the
heavens and the earth"
(Genesis 1:1). Indeed,
mankind is without excuse
for not drawing the basic
conclusion that a powerful
supernatural intelligence
(God) is the cause of this
physical existence
(Romans 1:20).

Scripture reveals
that God simply spoke
things into existence.

"Then God said...and it was
so," is an oft repeated
phrase in Genesis 1. To be
able to speak material
things into existence
demands a power that is
beyond nature and beyond
our comprehension. It is
super-natural. Therefore, it
is understandable that
atheists assume that this
creation account (along
with the rest of the first

eleven chapters of
Genesis) is mythical,
legendary or, at Dbest,
allegorical, but certainly

not literal. Yet, even some
believers in God attempt to
explain the creation using
the naturalistic
assumptions of
unbelievers.

Forgetting that with
God all things are possible
(Matthew 19:26), many find
these accounts incredible
and unbelievable. However,
again borrowing from the
sayings of Paul, "why
should it be thought
incredible by you that" God
spoke things into existence
in six literal days? Of
course, Paul was
addressing Agrippa with
regard to Jesus'
resurrection (Acts 26:8).
But beware! If you find a
six-day creation incredible,
you might have the same




problem with the
resurrection from the dead.
Most people do. Whenever
we doubt the powers of
God's spoken Word, we
have no foundation for faith
in any aspect of His Word.

As disciples of
Christ, we would do well to
follow His lead concerning
the authority of the Genesis
account. In responding to
His adversaries about a
point of great controversy
regarding divorce, Jesus
refers to the Genesis
account of the beginning
(Matthew 19:3-8). Jesus'
authoritative use of Moses’
account of creation affirms
that He believed it to be
accurate. indeed, we
cannot claim Christ as our
Lord and reject the
accuracy of Moses' words
(John 5:46,47). To adapt
Jesus' Words to the
Sadducees and apply them
to the present controversy
over creation and
evolution, "You are
mistaken, not knowing the
Scriptures nor the power of
God" (Matthew 22:29).
Beware, a rejection of
these beginning truths
undermines the whole
foundation of the rest of
Scripture and, therefore,
our faith in God's power to
do anything.

Andy Diestelkamp
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SAY THANK YOU,
FOR ALL I HAVE.

Have you thanked God today
for any of the following?

o The Bible

o Jesus giving His life

for us

o Our church family

o The freedoms we are
able to enjoy

o Our educations and
educators

o Doctors and medicines

o The avenue of prayer

o Those sexrving as
elders/deacons

o Your Turn:
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user/wellsburgchurch
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DIRECTIONS: Each first Sunday of the month, we will have challenges that
you should attempt to complete by the end of the month. If we all, as
members, complete these challenges, our church will grow in spirit and in
number.

1) PREPARE FOR OUR GOSPEL MEETIING

Mark 16:15 “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.””
We have a gospel meeting coming up, starting on September 21, with
brother Brian Price speaking for us that week. The success of a meeting
depends greatly upon how much effort goes into it before it even starts.
Some of the ways we can ali take part are:

a) invite friends

b) invite family

c) invite co-workers

d) talk about it and invite people via Facebook or Twitter

e) post flyers for the meeting up around the community

f) if possible, adjust your work schedule to be able to attend each night
g) leave invitations on tables at restaurants with the tip

2) USING YOUR BIBLE IN THE WORLD
Share the following verses with someone who does not attend this
congregation at least twice this month:

Acts 8:30-39

30 “So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and
asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31 And he said, ‘How
can |, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer
is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away
from the earth.’

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, ‘About whom, | ask you, does the prophet
say this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35 Then Philip opened his
mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about
Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water,
and the eunuch said, ‘See, here is water! What prevents me from being
baptized?’ 37 And Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’
And he replied, ‘| believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 And he
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water,
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.”



