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Reading The Rules

"How about a game of
checkers?" | asked my wife late
one evening.

"Oh, that's a kid's game. |
haven't played checkers in years.
Okay, set'em up," she replied half
joking.

The pieces were laid out
and the game begun in earnest.
Only a few moves had been made
when | moved one of my red
checkers in front of one of my
wife's black checkers giving her a
clear "jump" to take my red
checker. My wife ignored the
available "jump" and began to
move another checker on a
different part of the board.

"Whoa! You have a jump'
and can take one of my checkers,"
| said pointing to the move. "l see
it, but | don't want to make that
move," she said.

"But you have no choice," |
responded, "the rules require you

to 'jump’ if you have a 'jump."™

"But | have been playing for
years and | never heard of such a
rule!" she insisted.

| opened up the rules and
read to her: "A player must 'jump'
an opponent's checker in the next
square if a square beyond is
vacant."

"l guess you're right,” she
reluctantly conceded, "But that
sure does make a big difference.”

She made the forced jump
which opened up a double jump
for me. Still surprised and
uncertain by her discovery of a
"new" rule, | proceeded to beat her
in four games straight. Later that
night, just as | was drifting off to
sleep the last thing | heard was my
wife muttering, "l still can't believe |
have been playing checkers all my
life and | never really knew how to
play."

It was easy to diagnosis my
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years the church where | attend
has sponsored all sorts of social
activities such as banquets,
softball teams, bowling teams,
musical entertainment, camps,
sewing classes..." and on and
on the list could go. It is time to
go back and read the rules,
God's rules.

The church established
by Christ is a "spiritual house, a
holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ" (1
Pet. 2:5). It is not the purpose of
the church to offer food and
recreation. "For the kingdom of
God is not food and drink, but
righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit" (Rom.
14:17). "What! Do you not have
houses to eat and drink in? Or
do you despise the church of
God?" (1 Cor. 11:22).

My wife's ignorance
concerning the proper rules of
checkers cost her nothing but a
few lost games and a bit of
embarrassment. Ignorance of
God's rules will cost your soul.

Wayne Greeson

Happy Moments,
Draise God.,
Difficult Moments,
Seek God,

Quiet Moments,

Woryﬁ}'fa God,

Painful Moments,

Trust God,

9

Fvery Moment,

Thank God.

Have you thanked God today
for any of the following?

o The Bible

o Jesus giving His life

for us

o Our church family

o Laughter

o Your Turn:

S e

This bulletin is published by the
WELLSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST

92 Rose Cottage Lane
Wellsburg, WV 26070
304-737-1422
http://www.truthandright.org

Like us on
FACEBOOK under
Wellsburg church
of Christ!
Follow us on TWITTER
@wellsburgchurch

YOU view us on YOUTUBE:

R  hitps://www.youtube.com/
Tuhe

user/wellsburgchurch
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