In search of...

do
today. First, look at the quality of

Miracles not continue
miracles that people claim to
perform today. Where are the ones
who can walk on the water? Where
are the ones who can still the
storms? Where are the ones who
can raise the dead? Where are the
ones who can make the deaf hear?
Where are the ones who can make
the blind see? Where are the ones
who can heal a withered arm?
These are all the quality of miracles
that occur within the Bible. You will
never find a single person who can
perform this quality of miracle.
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Instead, you find people trying to
perfform more ambiguous type
miracles—things that are not
obviously miracles. You find people
shaking around on the ground. You
find people speaking in “tongues”
which are not tongues at all
according to the Bible definition of
tongues (read Acts 2:1-11 and pay
attention to what tongues are in this
passage). You find people being
healed of diseases that they can't
see or define. The quality of
miracles that you have today is
simply not the same as what Jesus
and the apostles did.




Second,  though, and
perhaps more importantly, the
Bible says that miracles have
ceased. While 1 Corinthians 13 is
mostly looked at as the great
chapter of love in the Bible, that
is not what is under consideration
by the apostle in the broader
context of the book. Paul is
discussing the use of miraculous
gifts in chapters 12-14 of 1
Corinthians. In chapter 13 he is
drawing a distinction between
miracles and the way of love.
Notice what he says in the middie
of the chapter regarding what is
going to remain and what is
going to cease (verse 8). “Charity
(love) never faileth: but whether
there be prophesies, they shall
fail; whether there be tongues,
they shall cease; whether there
be knowledge, it shall vanish
away.” The miraculous is going to
cease but love is not. That is the
contrast that Paul is drawing.

Now at the end of the
chapter he adds two more things
to the concept of love that shall
not cease. These three things
together are faith, hope, and
jove. These three will abide, but
the miraculous will cease. Some
people say that miracles have not
ceased now, but will cease when
Jesus comes. This is what they
say “that which is perfect” means
in verse 10. However, “that which
is perfect” cannot mean Jesus
because when Jesus comes
hope will be done away with.
Paul writes in Romans 8:24 “For
we are saved by hope: but hope
that is seen is not hope: for what
a man seeth, why doth he yet

hope for?” When Jesus comes
again, we will see Him and no
longer have hope in Him. If “that
which is perfect” is Jesus, then
not only must miracles cease at
that time, but hope as well. But
Paul says in verse 13 that hope
abides. So “that which is perfect”
must be something other than
Jesus. In fact, “that which is
perfect” has already come. “That
which is perfect” is the
completely revealed word of God.
James calls it the “perfect law of
liberty” in James 1:25.
Additionally, we read that
Ephesians 4:7-13 also talks
about when miracles will end.
The gifts that were (given
(apostles, prophets, etc) were
given UNTIL we all come to the
“unity of the faith.” This means
that when the “Unity of the Faith”
came, there was no longer a
need for the miraculous gifts. The
unity of the faith is no less than
God’s complete revealed word.
To phrase the argument
succinctly:
1. Miraculous gifts will cease, but
faith, hope, and love will abide ( 1
Cor. 13:8,13).
2. Miraculous gifts will cease
when that which is perfect comes
(1 Cor. 13:10).
3. Faith, hope, and love will
continue when that which is
perfect comes ( 1 Cor. 10:13).
4. Hope can’t continue when
Jesus comes because hope that
is seen is not hope and Jesus will
be seen (Romans 8:24).
5. So, that which is perfect can't
be Jesus’ coming because then
hope would not abide.



6. Therefore, that which is perfect
must come after the time Paul
writes and before Jesus comes
again.

7. Therefore, miracles must
cease sometime after Paul writes
and before Jesus comes again.

8. This was going to happen
when the “unity of the faith” came
( Eph. 4:13).

9. The “unity of the faith” came
after John wrote the book of
Revelation ( Rev. 22:18,19).

10. Miraculous gifts ended after
John wrote the Dbook of
Revelation.

Finally, we must take into
account the purpose of miracles.
We read in Mark 16:20, “And
they went forth, and preached
every where, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the
word with signs following.” The
purpose of miracles was to confirm
the word of God. They did not have
a Bible like you and | have. They
had people who were preaching.
They needed something to show
that what they were preaching and
saying was the truth. God gave
witness to them through miracles
that what they were saying was the
truth. This is the purpose of
miracles. Notice also Hebrews
2:3,4 “How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us
by them that heard him; God also
bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with divers
miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Ghost, according to his own will?”
The words which were first spoken
were confirmed by God bearing
witness o the words. How did He

do this? Through signs and
wonders and divers miracles and
gifts of the Holy Ghost. This is how
the words of the apostles and
prophets were confirmed—proved
to be God’'s truth. We have the
completely revealed word of God
today in the Bible. It was confirmed
by the resurrection of Jesus from
the dead and by the miracles that
the apostles performed and is a
historical document. We have no
more need to have it confirmed
today. Where is the need for
miracles today? There is no need.

Now take these three things
into account. 1) That there is no
need for miracles today, 2) that the
quality of miracles that are
allegedly done today are inferior to
the miracles done in the New
Testament and 3) that the Bible
says that miracles have ceased
and where does that leave us?
Those who claim to perform
miracles today are really
charlatans of the basest kind. They
are hoaxes and frauds or perhaps
profoundly self-deceived. Miracles
do not exist today. (By the way, my
wife is deaf and would very much
like to hear, so if you know of
someone who claims to be able to
perform miracles, just tell them that
we would be happy for them to
come down and try.)
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-They were Gentiles in the flesh (Eph. 2:11)

-Called “the uncircumcision” by the circumcision (vs. 11)
-They were once separated from Christ (vs. 12)
-“...having no hope and without God...” (vs. 12)

-But now brought near by the blood of Christ (vs. 13)

-He has broken down the dividing wall of hostility (vs. 14)

-“...one new man in place of the two, so making peace...” (vs.

-“...and might reconcile us both to God (vs. 16)

-‘And He came and preached peace to you...” (vs. 17)

-We have access in one Spirit to the Father (vs. 18)

-No longer strangers or aliens, you are fellow citizens (vs. 19)
-Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets (vs. 20)
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