In search of..

A teacher stands in front of
her classroom of students. She
begins to review some of the
previous day’s homework that she
assigned her students to study and
complete. She asks: “Can someone
give me the answer for question
#17” She then adds with a smile:
‘Remember {o raise your hands if
you have the answer.” The response
is mixed. Some of her students
almost literally jump out of their
seats as their hands shoot skyward.
With great enthusiasm they chime
in: “l know it, | know it! Pick me,
teacher! Pick me!” These students

had

obviously “‘done their
homework” and were confident and
happy to provide an answer. This is
their time to shine!

Not all of the students,
however, are part of this
enthusiastic chorus of confident
responders. Some do not raise their
hands or they turn their faces away
from the teacher. A few even try to
scrunch down in their seats hoping
they will not be noticed. Some are
naturally shy but many in this group
are made up of those who did not
finish their assigned work. For all
sorts of reasons (baligames, T.V.,



“‘my dog ate my homework”), they
are unprepared to take part in the
day’s discussion. They do not
want to face the embarrassment
of giving an incorrect response to
a question or no answer at all.
They wish they were anyplace
but here! This is their time to
hide!

All of us have gone through
an experience like this sometime
in our lives. Do you remember
what it felt like when you were
confident and prepared to give an
answer? How did you feel when
you were in the opposite
situation? How did it feel to be
unprepared? We understand how
important it is to be prepared to
offer an answer to questions
regarding our secular studies in
the classroom. Yet, as we go
through our everyday life, are we
as well prepared to provide an
explanation for our Christian faith
and to give answers from the
holy scriptures that are supposed
to be our daily, ever-present
guide?

In | Peter 3:15, the apostle
Peter exhorts us to be ready
whenever we are questioned
concerning our faith and hope in
Christ. He telis us:

“But sanctify the Lord God
in your. hearts, and always be
ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear;...” [NKJV]

We are told in this scripture
that we must be prepared to
provide a “defense” (KJV:
“answer”) for our Christian belief
and conduct. This word “defense”

is translated from the Greek term
Apologia which means: “a plea
(“apology”): — answer (for self),
clearing of self, defence.”

As Christians, we are
expected to have the ability to
explain our faith and discuss why
God is so important to our
everyday lives. The question is:
Are we ready, when the
opportunity presents itself, to
offer a good, clear, scripturally-
based explanation? Let us make
the most of the opportunities that
are given to us whether it is at
home with our family, at the
work-place with our co-workers,
employees, or superiors, at
school, or even among our
brethren at worship services. We
need to study the Bible to know
the answers (Il Timothy 2:15).
And if we don’t know the answer
to a particular question, we can
always study it together with the
person asking the question or
point them to someone else who
can provide them with an
accurate response.

All of the following are
important questions. Wouid you
be able io provide an accurate,
scriptural answer?

1. How did the world begin? How
did | (mankind) begin? Genesis
1:1-2:4; Nehemiah 9:8; Job 33:4;
Psalm 100:1-3; isaiah 45:12;
Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews
1:1-2



2. Who is God? Exodus 3:13~15;
Numbers 23:19; Nehemiah 9:6;
Isalah 43:10-11; 455, 12, 22;
66:1-2; Jeremiah 32:17; Matthew
28:19;  John 17:20-21; |
Corinthians 8:6; | John 5.7

3.Why am | here? Ecclesiastes
12:13

4. What does He (God) expect of
me? Micah 6:8; Matthew 22:36-
40

5. How can | know that God
exists? Psalm 19:1-4; Acts
14:14-17; 17:22-31; Romans
1:20; Hebrews 1:1-2

6. Does God love me? Psalm
36:7; John 3:16; Romans 5:6-11;
| John 3:16; 4:7-12, 1619

7. How can | have a close
relationship with God? John
14:6-7; Romans 10:17; Galatians
3:26-29; 4:1~7; Ephesians 2:13—
19

8. What is sin? Romans 6:22-23;
James 1:13-15; | John 2:15-16;
517

9. Why did Jesus come to earth?
Why did he have to die? Genesis
3:15; lIsaiah 53:1-10; Matthew
5:17-18; 20:28; Luke 5:32; 19:9~
10; John 6:38; 8:28; 9:4; 10:10-
11; 12:32-33; 17:4; 18:36-37;
Colossians 1:12-14; | Timothy
1:15; Hebrews 1:3; 9:28; | Peter
3:18; | John 3:8; 4:9-10

10. What can | do about sin in my
life? How can | be saved? Acts

2:37--38; 8:26--39; 17:30; 22:12-
16; Romans 10:9-10; I
Corinthians 7:9-10; | John 1:7-9;
5:1-5

11. Do | need to become a
member of the church? Matthew
16:18; Acts 2:41, 47; Ephesians
5:23-30; Colossians 1:24; |
Timothy 3:15; Hebrews 10:23-25

12. Is there more than one
church? Romans 12:4-5; |
Corinthians 10:16-17; 12:12-13,
20, 25-27; Ephesians 1:20-23;
4:4-6; Colossians 1:18

13. What happens after death?
Ecclesiastes 12:14; Matthew
25:32-45; John 5:28-29; Acts
17:31; Hebrews 9:27; | Peter 4.5

14. Will Jesus return again?
Matthew 25:31; Acts 1:11; |
Thessalonians 4:13-17; I
Thessalonians 1:7-10; Hebrews
9:28

15. Is there a heaven and a hell?
Psalm 16:11:; lIsaiah 49:10;
Daniel 12:2-3; Matthew 25:46;
Revelation 20:10; 21:1-4, §;
22:14-15
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FCETMEZNBLLCTFZGUVHNL
ODIKCLGS AAY CZJRXHSKTP
RBJEVBCUDWEWDURERGT CE
TGS JRDISMIPSSEDOUBTA
DBEWALK I NGMLDXGJESBHKHU
P HLANDFUKXIMI FTHREOYVY
S FKBNWLVYCI3S3EIMUGY AMHKHN
CWY UB I BXKYUCLYTGTLRR R
P HPDHMHMUSKYGD ZTC I UEGSNW
PNMKMIGQPLHDABEYEWNILINGIOCGU
LBORDSAQD I P JGAETCCLCOFNAGQ
ETS XKSEMWRJIY I GGCGD ZXRDY
S ZKY ZKADPFOCAOCY GNXMDT
EMYG{ZMFFXPJEQNGHDSTE
WY CRETRWAEEVGEY FEKGHMHTC
TG ZVAJATPTPTOGEGDEAAATUZA
G NZ I 8H I GGEBGY ZB5ERHHTO
ONJXE FTDAPRATFXSBY TDMOGR
TUASDHOS FHOCZGGJ ZEKFJ
YW LT CMUWDWOQY VY X TTTERDO
Y NFAWXUMZNDIBHAMDUWYUWVYP

-Jesus made His disciples get into the boat (Matt. 14:22)
-After that He dismissed the crowds following Him (vs. 23)
-When evening came, He was there alone (vs. 23)

-The boat was now a long way from land (vs. 24)

-And it was being beaten by the waves & wind (vs. 24)

-In the fourth watch He came walking on the sea (vs. 25)
-They were terrified & said it was a ghost (vs. 26)

-Jesus said, “Take heart; itis . Do not be afraid.” (vs. 27)
-Then Peter asked if he could come out to Him (vs. 28)
-But seeing the wind, he became afraid (vs. 30)

-Jesus said, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” (vs. 31)
-When they got into the boat, the wind ceased (vs. 32)



