In search of...

The opening words of the

Bible state the unalterable
principle that every seed
reproduces after its kind. In

Genesis 1:11-12 Moses wrote,
‘And God said, Let the earth bring
forth grass, the herb yielding seed,
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after
his kind, whose seed is in itself,
upon the earth: and it was so. And
the earth brought forth grass, and
herb yielding seed after his kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind:
and God saw that it was good.”
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According to this
principle, the inherent nature of
a seed allows it to reproduce
“after its kind” even though it
may be removed by both
distance and time from the
original plant, which produced
the fruit in which it came. When
the climate and soil conditions
are adequate to allow the seed
to germinate, because of its
design, it is capable of growing
and producing a plant after the
same kind as the original.
Marshall Keeble used to



illustrate  this principle by
discussing that if a person
wanted to grow Georgia
watermelons in Africa, he would
not need to grow a vine
stretching across the Atlantic
Ocean from Georgia to Africa.
All he would need to do is get
the seed from Georgia and take
it to Africa and plant it. Further,
Keeble would emphasize that it
is not what God could do, but
what he does do that should
concern people living today. He
said, “God could make
watermelons grow on a peanut
vine if he wanted to, but we are
not discussing what God could
do; we are discussing what God
does do.”

Jesus applied the
principle  of every seed
reproducing after its kind to the
spiritual realm in the parable of
the sower in Luke 8:4-15. He
said, “Now the parable is this:
The seed is the word of God”
(v. 11). In the parable he
likened human hearts to various
types of soils that received the
seed.

The Wayside Soil

In verse 12 he said,
“Those by the wayside are they
that hear; then cometh the
devil, and taketh away the word
out of their hearts, lest they
should believe and be saved.”
Think of the very great sadness
of seeing this development after
taking the time and expense of

sacrificing to fulfill the Great
Commission only to have the
word of God rejected outright
because the Devil took it out of
the heart of the hearer so he
could not believe and be saved.
How many people living today
have not even had the blessed
privilege of hearing the word of
God? All need to hear it in order
to be saved (Rom. 10:17; Heb.
11:6). Therefore, the problem is
not with the seed. If men will
sow it, the problem is with the
recipients having hard hearts
like the wayside soil.

The Rocky Soil

In verse 13 Jesus said,
“They on the rock are they,
which, when they hear, receive
the word with joy; and these
have no root, which for a while
believe, and in time of
temptation fall away.” The joy
points ahead in Luke’'s gospel
to the rejoicing in the presence
of the angels of God over a
sinner who comes to
repentance (Luke 15:7, 10).
The affirmation is that the word
of God is able to save the soul
of man (cf. also Jas. 1:21).
However, the problem is the
heart of those represented by

the rocky soil, like shallow
earth, lacking the depth
necessary to endure

temptation, and they “fall away.”

Interestingly, Jesus said
they fell away after they
believed “a while.” The Baptist
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KLX Zs8 I CVvPSBXCEMLOGRL
PPV NY NEFMWZBPAVHZSBLC
YRX I WINRMY GGOWJIMJITL
QAQTEQOCXTOZY S ABHGUY I
RTYUFERYBFMUGFYVPCYVY
GVCMRMXKME I DQZMAQDRH
X ZGCBHFTTREUJI PUVGAA-A
ZEPMJIGXCKXJIJEHOASHR®GX
Y CCXNBZV ZUDRGZNTZPHU
WWTDHZIDY S8 J 200XUPSOQZ
P LVPEL6LZOEHMDBATILIFX I VC
P FATHALI AHS OAKPOQNSDZDO
AJ EHORAMTHKRAMGPZDATCL
ZRJOMRIRDNDMMZSDDMN~N
SRUSNKMIVGAZGMS OARK
QVYSTBROCNGSHPHAAEHGBMM
EE I NUPGQXVPACBPRLIKEZ
KDVNOFQY I RBAAGSHATEBKZ
MWWL AY A JVAHMHAZILI AHHE I
X FSsSMUDAFXVLMMUAILI KUAW
CZHPZPUSORREDIOFXWLF

-Baasha made war with Asa, king of Judah

-Jeroboam was the first king of Israel when the kingdom split
-Omri built the city of Samaria & declared it as Israel’s capital
-Athaliah, the only queen of Judah, slaughtered the royal family
-Jehoash was wicked, yet wept at Elisha’'s deathbed

-Jehoram was the son of Ahab & Jezebel

-Ahaziah’s death was prophesied by Elijah

-Elah and his family were murdered by his chariot commander
-Nadab was the second king of Israel & was assassinated
-Zimri reigned for only seven days

-Ahab was by far the most wicked king of Israel



position that those who “fall
away” were never saved solidly
is exposed as erroneous by this
one verse. Their position would
make the Lord say those who
fell away were never saved, but
what he actually said was that
they believed “a while.”

Again, the problem here
is not with the seed. As
indicated, it performed just as it
was supposed to perform. The
problem rests with the shallow
hearts of men who are all too
easily distracted from the will of
God.

The Thorny Soil

In verse 14 the Lord
said, “And that which fell among
thorns are they, which, when
they have heard, go forth, and
are choked with cares and
riches and pleasures of this life,
and bring no fruit to perfection.”
Likewise in this case the seed
produced as it was designed,
but as has been observed to be
true with so many people down
through the years, the allure of
the world with its cares, riches,
and pleasures retard that which
the seed, the word, produced.
Demas particularly is mentioned
by Paul as having been
adversely affected in this regard
(It Tim. 4:10).

The Good Ground

At last, in verse 15 the
Lord pointed to the positive

potential of the seed being
wonderfully reproduced when
planted in conditions that favor
its growth. He said, “But that on
the good ground are they,
which in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word,
keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience.” God has so designed
his word that within it resides
the power to accomplish his will
among men. The writer of
Hebrews would comment, “For
the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even
to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the
heart” (Heb. 4:12). The Holy
Spirit is the power working
through the Bible to keep it

relevant and effective
throughout all the many
centuries since it was first

written 2000 years ago. Paul
said, “And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God”
(Eph. 6:17).
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