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We appreciate so much
yourfresence here with
us today. We would like
to e;ctem{ an invitation
to join us at any of our
 other times of worship.

TIMES OF SERVICES
SUNDAY

Bible Classes* 10:00 AM

AM Worship 10:45 AM

PM Worship 6:30 PM
WEDNESDAY

Bible Classes* 7:00 PM

(* Bible Classes for All Ages)

Today’s Sermon:

Aliens e
Strangers

Audio CD’s are available
free of charge in the foyer.

Please visit our website:
www.truthandright.org

“I Know What The Bible
Says, But ...

Brian A. Yeager
via-The Charlottesville Beacon—09-26-2010

Many times | have heard people make a statement along
the line of “I know what the Bible says, but...” It is often that
people find themselves under the wrong impression that
God’s word is subjective [modified or affected by personal
views, experience, or background — Webster's New World
Collegiate Dictionary; Fourth Edition]. God adequately an-
swers this false premise through the pen of the Psalmist: “For
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalms 119:89). The
word of God is eternal and stands firmly in Heaven. The
word of God is not subject to the flawed reasoning of mankind
(Isaiah 55:8-9).

Jesus said: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). Rejecting Christ,
as noted in the quote above, includes rejecting His
word. Many today want to profess that Jesus is Lord, but
they do not want to follow His instructions. In response to
that mindset, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said: “And why
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call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say” (Luke 6:46)7?

Affirming Christ -
Without Accepting His Word?

With many today they want Jesus, but not
His word. Such is impossible. You cannot
separate Jesus from His word. The only way
we know about the Lord is through the word of
God. Jesus is referred to as the word: “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Jesus,
the Word, became flesh: “And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). If
someone is ashamed of the word, they there-
fore are also ashamed of Christ. As noted in
our introduction, if one denies Christ they
deny the word and vice versa. It is the word
of Christ that brings forth spiritual life: ‘Iz is the
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing:
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life” (John 6:63). Thus, when one
rejects the word of the Lord they are rejecting
eternal life!

‘Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me” (John 14:6). In one opportunity that
Jesus had to teach the Jews who were reject-
ing Him, He said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life. But I have greater witness than that of
John: for the works which the Father hath given
me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness
of me, that the Father hath sent me. And the Fa-
ther himself, which hath sent me, hath borne wit-
ness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any
time, nor seen his shape. And ye have not his
word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him
ye believe not. Search the scriptures; for in them
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me. And ye will not come to me,
that ye might have life" (John 5:25; 36-
40). Those whom reject the word of God are
rejecting Jesus. Those who do not find Christ
through the Scriptures do not know the Lord

at all. Truly, there are many that affirm Jesus,
but are completely ignorant of who He is!

Will Ignorance Be an Excuse?

When Paul entered into Athens “..his spirit
was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly
given to idolatry” (Acts 17:16). He had passed
by and found an altar with this inscription, “To
the Unknown God” (Acts 17:23). From that
point he began to teach about the true and
living God. In that lesson he declared: “And
the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to repent: Be-
cause he hath appointed a day, in the which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that man
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him
from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31). If this single
account wherein Paul rebukes the ignorant
worship of idols in Athens were the only ac-
count denying the acceptability of ignorance,
we would have enough to show ignorance is
not acceptable to God. This however is not
the only text wherein ignorance of the truth is
condemned.

Peter, when preaching at the temple at an
area called Solomon's porch (Acts 3:11),
preached about those who killed Jesus. In
that lesson he said: “And now, brethren, I wot
that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your
rulers. But those things, which God before had
shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent
ve therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:17-
19). Ignorance alienates man from God
(Ephesians 4:18). Ignorance will never be an
excuse, for we can all know Christ through the
Scriptures and obey what He says. We must
know what the Bible teaches, and we must do
those things we find acceptable unto God.

We Must Know and Do!

Having knowledge of the Scriptures with-
out obedience to them is not sufficient in
pleasing the Lord. James writes: “Wherefore
lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughti-



ness, and receive with meekness the engrafted
word, which is able to save vour souls. But be ve
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves. For if any be a hearér of the
word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man be-
holding his natural face in a glass: For he be-
holdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straight-
way forgetteth what manner of man he was. But
whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer,
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed” (James 1:21-25). Hearing, believing,
and obeying the word of God is exactly what
the Lord requires of man. In obedience to the
word of God we must do all, not leaving any
part undone (Matthew 23:23 and James 2:10-
11).

“For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth
" cometh knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs
2:6). The words that come from God give
knowledge and understanding. All the words
that the Lord has desired us to hear from Him
have been recorded in what we commonly call
the Bible (Deuteronomy 29:29, John 20:29-31,
John 21:24-25, and 2 Peter 1:3). Thus, we
can know what pleases God and we have
every opportunity in this life to fulfill what has
been written through men by God (2 Timothy
3:16-17). We have no excuses for disobedi-
ence. We must know what the Bible says and
do it!

Conclusion

There are no exception clauses within the
word of God to allow us to disobey the
Lord. Sin is transgression of the law (1 John
3:4). Sin will lead to eternal punishment
(Romans 6:23; cf. Revelation 21:8). Towards
the very end of what we know as the “Sermon
on the Mount” Jesus taught the following:
“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a rock: And the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell
not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man,
which built his house upon the sand: And the rain

descended, and the floods came. and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house: and it fell: and
great was the fall of it” (Matthew 7:24-27). Je-
sus is clear in what he says and
means. There is no room for mixed interpre-
tation. We must hear and do all that the Lord
demands of us.

There would be some who would read an
article such as this one and respond by calling
me a legalist. They would say that the grace
of God is sufficient in covering up igno-
rance. They read the Bible just like | do the
newspaper, reading only what | want to
read. For the Scriptures do reveal the beauty
of the grace of God. However, as we have
seen in the Scriptures listed above, God de-
sires obedience. Knowing Christ includes
knowing and doing His will. The grace of God
removes sin from mankind, but only those
sins that are repented of (Luke 13:3; 5, Acts
3:19, Acts 26:20, and Romans 6:1-2). From
the very simplistic plan of redemption of hear-
ing the word of God, believing it, repenting of
one’s sins, confessing Christ, and be im-
mersed in water (Romans 10:17, Hebrews
11:6, Acts 2:38, and Acts 8:35-39), to the
weightier matters of the law of Christ —

WE MUST OBEY!

“Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth

the will of my Father

which is in heaven” —
Matthew 7:21



Those Serving This Week

Sunday AM Sunday PM
Class Prayer Ed Roberts Announcements Nathan Marshall
Announcements Nathan Marshall Song Leader Dan Marton
Song Leader Earl Miller Scripture Matthew 25:1-30
Scripture Matthew 24:25-51 Reader Wayne Campbell
Reader Chaz Shaffer 1st Prayer Matt Ferrell
Prayer Don Coen, Jr. Speaker Tim Henderson
Speaker Tim Henderson Communion Ed Roberts
Lord’s Supper Closing Prayer  Don Coen, Sr.
Bread Wayne Campbell
Fruit of the Vine  Harold Marshall Wednesday
Serve Matt Ferrell Class Prayer Chuck Isinghood
Serve CJ Isinghood Announcements Nathan Marshall
Closing Prayer ~ Ken Prager Song Leader Wayne Campbell
. : : Invitation Tim Henderson
Please inform the one in charge of announcements if .
you are unable to fulfill ygur responsibilities. Closing Prayer Dan Marton

 News N Notes

Please continue to remember these in your prayers:
Sick/ Poor Health:

- Lenora Abrigg, Nancy Morris’ sister-in-law

- Zeda Goddard, also her family— sons, Dallas and
Terry, and daughter Tammy Garrison

- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband, is to go back next
month to have a stint put in for the other kidney.

- Jerry & Dottie Henderson are making their way
back to Alabama. They are in Plano, IN this week-
end

- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller's mother

- Ronald Lancaster is doing some better

- Paula Prager as she continues to deal with a difficult
pregnancy

- Jimmy Roberts, Ed & Marie’s son

- Jim Roberts, Ed Roberts’ father

- Marie Roberts

- Kris Shane

- Terry Smith fell yesterday on the steps,

Don’t forget our Shut-ins

Ann’s Retreat:

- Josephine Clow
Brightwood Center:

- Shirley Campbell
Valley Haven:

- Ethel Mahan

- Pauline Sellers
At Home:

- Mabel Fleming

- Zeda Goddard

- Betty Hunter

- Pauline Midcap

- Ann Rudolph

causing quite a bit of damage to his mouth
and jaw

- Gabriel Taylor, 4 year old great grandson of
Don &Phyllis, dealing with cancer.

Send them a card—give them a call—let
them know we are thinking about them.

Iif someone needs to be added

to this list, please call:

304-914-2262 or 304-914-2263




