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We appreciate so much
_yourfresence here with
us today. ‘We would like
to e;(tem{ an invitation
to join us at any of our
other times of worship.

TIMES OF SERVICES
SUNDAY
Bible Classes* 10:00 AM
AM Worship 10:45 AM
PM Worship 6:30 PM
WEDNESDAY
Bible Classes* 7:00 PM
(* Bible Classes for All Ages)

Today’s Sermons:

AM: Are You Stam{zrg
- In%Your Place?

PM: Who has despised|
the day of small tlfrgs?

Audio CD’s are available
free of chaige in the foyer.

Please visit our website:
www.truthandright.org

If you have any questions regardi
what we t and practice, pleasrg

Seel free to ask.

The Concept of Tradition

i Ward
via-MarKet Street Messenger—Athens, AL

Several passages highlight the tension that existed in the
concept of tradition in Bible times and which continues until
now. Two of them are 1 Corinthians 11:2 and Colossians 2:8.

‘Now I commend you because you remember me in every-
thing and maintain the traditions even as I delivered them
to you” (1 Corinthians 11:2; cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:15).

‘See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human traditions, according to
the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to
Christ” (Colossians 2:8; cf. Matthew 15:3,6).

Clearly, the former speaks favorably of tradition and the
latter unfavorably.

To understand this topic better, let's begin by thinking
about the word tradition. It has a neutral significance, neither
good nor bad. It means “handed down” and in Scripture it
usually refers to “a teaching or practice which has been
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handed down from generation to generation.”
The first and most obvious question to con-
sider is the source of the tradition. From
whom was it “handed down,” God or man?

The New Testament SPEAKS rerrerssesssessssseesean:

in a pejorative sense of the i
“tradition of the eld- }
ers” (Matthew 15:2), the
“tradition of men” (Mark 7:8),
and the “traditions of my fa-
thers” (Galatians 1:14).

So, can we conclude,

if there are any questions? True, we must
pray through Jesus, but must a phrase such
as “in the name of Jesus’ be appended to
every prayer? Instead of having our pews in a

.............................. : I’OW Could we put them faCIng

Can a preacﬁer 'S
germon be interac- | | half on the other, with the

i each other, with, say, half on
! one side of the auditorium and

i preacher standing in the mid-
dle? Can we make announce-

t'l've, Cou[d‘ ﬁe Pause meﬁts during these assem-
at various pomts

blies? Must they come either
before an “opening” prayer or

then, that traditions from God after a “closing” prayer?
are good, and traditions from and‘ %k_?ftﬁere aTe Could we ever announce any-

men are bad? No, things are :
not quite that simple. In fact,
in my judgment, it would be i
impossible to conduct the
work of God without some human input. To
put that another way, the making of human
traditions is absolutely necessary.

For example, God has given us very few
instructions about conducting church meet-
ings. He has told us what to do: take the
Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week,
give of our means on the first day of the week,
pray, sing, and study the Bible.

However, He has told us next to nothing
about how we do these things together. Must
they come in a certain order? If so, what
should it be? Granted we must assemble on

any questwns?

.............................. i Could we devote a Sunday

¢ thing of a social nature?

service to the Lord’'s Supper,
with all prayers, songs, and teaching focused
on that event? Could we meet to focus on
singing, praying, or studying? Midweek ser-
vices were once primarily devoted to prayer
and even called “prayer meetings.” "Was that
acceptable? Was it acceptable to change to
something else?

As you can see, the questions are end-
less. And God didn’t give us the answers to
these and countless others. He does require
us to meet on the first day of the week. He
established the principle of decency and order
in our assemblies (1 Corinthians 14:40). He
forbids “a woman to teach or exercise authority

the first day of the week, but :
may we assemble at times i
other than the first day of the i

Instead of having our

over a man” (1 Timothy 2:12).
But beyond these things, God
has specified little else about

week? Must we meet indoors Pe’WS in a row, couldwe i o assemblies. To make a

or outdoors? May we borrow, :
rent, or buy a meeting place?
Must a period of time together
begin and end with a prayer? :
How many songs? Can we i
conclude with a song? Would
it be acceptable to put our i
contributions in a box located
at some convenient place in i
the building, rather than pass- i
ing a plate or basket? Can a
preacher’s sermon be interac-
tive; could he pause at various points and ask

put them faczqq each
otﬁer, 'ZUltﬁ, say, ﬁa_[f Ooni we conduct our meetings,
one side of the audito-
i riumand half on the | |
. other, With the preacher | o aan judgment. and makes

stam{ifw in the middle? i it impossible, as | said earlier,

i practical observation, we can
{ change most things about how

since we are the ones who ar-
i ranged them.

i to avoid human traditions. So
i getting a handle on tradition is

not as simple as determining
whether they come from God or man. What



other Bible teaching, then, can help us in un-
derstanding the place of tradition in our spiri-
tual lives? If the making of human traditions is
necessary, can they ever become wrong? If
so, when? A look at Matthew 15 and Mark 7
will be particularly helpful in answering this
question.

A human tradition becomes sinful
when it breaks a command of God.

Jesus asked the Pharisees and scribes,
“And why do you break the commandment of God
for the sake of your tradition” (Matthew 15:3)?
He had reference to their tradition of corban.

In this practice, the Jews per- .......coemrveeenn

mitted the dishonoring of par-
ents (in violation of Exodus i
20:12) by neglecting them in :
time of need. This was done
by telling them, “Whatever you
would have gained from me is
Corban (that is, given to
God)” (Mark 7:11). Giving to
God was no excuse to neglect
one’s parents (it still isn’'t), and i
to do so is to disobey God.

It seems to me that we are ;
not as prone to this kind of er- i
ror as we are to the next.

A human tradition becomes
sinful when we make it as
binding as a precept of God.

“Now, when the Pharisees gathered to
him, with some of the scribes who had
come from Jerusalem, they saw that
some of his disciples ate with hands that
were defiled, that is, unwashed. (For
the Pharisees, and all the Jews do not
eat unless they wash their hands, hold-
ing to the tradition of the elders, and
when they come from the marketplace,
they do not eat unless they wash. And
there are many other traditions that
they observe, such as the washing of
cups and pots and copper vessels and
dining couches.) And the Pharisees and

“‘whoever insults his
brother ... whoever | o
says, ‘You fool!”...” :

‘We do this - or at least |
come close to it - when

we speak scornfully of |

eﬂCﬁ as tTad‘lthﬂa[wts o T to judgment; whoever insults
tradition breaKers.

.
Essssussansasnasananansnnnssans

the scribes asked him. "'Why do vour dis-
ciples not walk according to the tradi-
tion of the elders, but eat with defiled
hands?” (Mark 7:1-5).

| suppose that it was as okay then as it is
now to wash one’s hands as a matter of good
hygiene (mothers demand it whether God
does or not). But it was sinful to bind it as a
law of God, and then judge others as unfit ser-
vants if they did not do it.

One other danger associated with tradition
bears mentioning. That is contempt for each
other among

: Christians. | believe this
: is the sin that Jesus con-
i demns in the Sermon on the

i “You have heard that it was
i said to those of old, ‘You
g' shall not murder; and who-
ever murders will be liable to
i judgment.” But I say to you
that everyone who is angry
with his brother will be liable

his brother will be liable to
i the council; and whoever

says, ‘You fool!” will be li-
able to the hell of fire” (Matthew 5:21-
22).

We do this - or at least come close to it
- when we speak scornfully of each as tradi-
tionalists or tradition breakers. It is right to
study together and to try to correct errors we
see in each other. It is not right to be full of
contempt for each other. Contempt is only a
step away from hatred.

Most of our traditions - invitation songs,
gospel meetings, ending assemblies with a
prayer etc. — are good things. It's not likely
that we are going to abandon them in whole-
sale fashion. But we made them, and we can
change them. Let's remember that. Above
all, let's treat each other with respect; we are
all children of God.



Those Serving This Week

Sunday AM
Class Prayer Don Coen, Sr.
Announcements Harold Marshall
Song Leader Earl Miller
Scripture Matthew 20:17-34
Reader Chaz Schaffer
Prayer Ken Prager
Speaker Tim Henderson
Lord’s Supper
Bread Dave Harless
Fruit of the Vine  Don Coen, Jr.
Serve Terry Smith
Serve Nathan Marshall

Closing Prayer Tim.Henderson

Please inform the one in charge of announcements if
you are unable to fulfill your responsibilities.

Sunday PM
Announcements Harold Marshall
Song Leader Ed Roberts
Scripture Matthew 21:1-22
Reader Matt Ferrell
1st Prayer Don Coen, Sr.
Speaker Tim Henderson

Earl Miller
Tim Henderson

Communion
Closing Prayer

Wednesday .

Announcements Harold Marshall

Class Prayer Ed Roberts
Earl Miller

Song Leader
Invitation
Closing Prayer

Dave Harless
Tim Henderson

News N Notes

Please continue to remember these in your prayers:

Travelling:
- Ronald & Charlotte Lancaster
- Ken, Paula & Lydia Prager

Sick/ Poor Health:

- Jay Glasure, Ronald & Charlotte Lancaster’'s son-in-

law had bypass surgery

- Zeda Goddard, also her family— sons, Dallas and

Terry, and daughter Tammy Garrison
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband, is to go back
soon to have a stint put in for the other kidney.

- Jerry & Dottie Henderson as they continue their work

in the Northwest region.
- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller's mother
- Alfred & Mary Jane Myers

- Paula Prager as she continues to deal with a difficult

pregnancy

- Jimmy Roberts, Ed & Marie’s son

- Jim Roberts, Ed Roberts’ father

- Marie Roberts

- Kris Shane

- Gabriel Taylor, 4 year old great grandson of Don
&Phyllis, dealing with cancer.

Don’t forget our Shut-ins

Valley Haven:

- Ethel Mahan

- Pauline Sellers
Ann’s Retreat:

- Josephine Clow
At Home:

- Mabel Fleming

- Zeda Goddard

- Betty Hunter

- Pauline Midcap

- Ann Rudolph

Send them a card—give them a call—let
them know we are thinking about them.

If someone needs to be added
to this list, please cali:
304-914-2262 or 304-914-2263




