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. ~+-hoenorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if
there is any excellence and if anything worthy of
praise, dwell on these things.” pni. 4:8 (NASB-U)
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Wellsburg
church of Christ

Which meets at:
112 Sunset Ave.
Wellsburg, WV 26070
304-737-1422

We appreciate so much
your presence here with
us today. We would like

to extend an invitation

to join us at any of our
other times of worship.

TIMES OF SERVICES

SUNDAY

Bible Classes*

10:00 AM

AM Worship

10:45 AM

PM Worship
6:30 PM

Today’s Sermon:

The Christian Man
Who is a Real Man

Audio CD’s are available
free of charge in the foyer.

Please visit our website:
www.truthandright.org

Your Wreckage
Can Be Repaired

Gary Henry
via-WordPoints—March 14, 2009

“... Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom | am chief. However, for this
reason | obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus
Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pat-
tern to those who are going to believe on Him

for everlasting life.” 1 Timothy 1:15,16

Under the influence of the gospel of Christ, Saul of Tar-
sus became a radically different man. The change was not
superficial or temporary; it was deep and lasting. And later, writ-
ing now as Paul the apostle, he could offer himself as an exam-
ple to prove just how sinful a person can be and still be saved by
the gospel: “I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show
all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him
for everlasting life.” If the prosecutor's charge is that a truly

If you have any questions regarding
what we teach and practice, please

feel free to ask,
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wicked person can never change, Paul is
“Exhibit A” to the contrary. He is a courage-
giving “pattern” to anyone who has ever wor-
ried that they might be a hopeless case or a
lost cause.

Most people, if they're honest, know what
it's like to struggle with deeply ingrained char-
acter flaws. As we struggle to remove these
flaws, we become frustrated. In time, we may
come to doubt that real change is even possi-
ble. Sometimes we start thinking that way be-
cause we've been influenced by determinism,
which says that at birth we are already
“determined”; whatever we “are,” that's what
we’ll always “be.” At other times, we may be
plagued with a victim mentality. We see our-
selves as the victims of circumstances and
influences that are more than we can handle.

My suspicion, however, is that most of the
time our problem is just plain discouragement.
The devil fights against us with a war of attri-
tion; he keeps coming back, coming back, and
coming back, trying to wear us down. After a
while, our cause looks like it's lost.

But the great hope of the gospel is that,
while life lasts, none of us is a lost cause. Our
defeats need not be final. Our failures need
not be fatal. Real change for the better is al-
ways possible.

Whoever you are, my friend, believe this:
your wreckage can be repaired. If God can
turn a fire-breathing, murderous Pharisee into
the great apostle of grace, he can surely help
you get pointed in the right direction. Your
fate is not fixed, and you’re not just a victim.
You are a living person capable of great
growth.

“When you feel that all’
is lost, sometimes the
greatest gain is ready

to be yours.”
Thomas a Kempis

Do You Believe?

Dantel Lee Henderson

“In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.” Genesis 1:1

Thus begins God's history of mankind.
This simple sentence teaches us how life
came into existence. Do you believe it?

This statement is one of, if not, the most
disputed in the Scriptures. Yet in it is found
the very basis of our salvation. Atheists would
have us believe there is no God; evolutionist,
humanist, and the popular media would have
us believe there may be a God but He didn't
create us, we created Him. Theistic evolution-
ist would have us believe there is a God and
He created all we know but, He lied about
how He did it.

The Bible tells us simply “God created”.
Following this statement the passage in sim-
ple, easy to understand language, shows He
created all we know in six days.

“...And the evening and the morning were the
first day.” Genesis 1:5

“And God saw every thing that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and
the morning were the sixth day.” Genesis 1:31

How long were those days? In Exodus
God commanded Israel to work six days and
rest on the seventh because He worked six
days in creating the world and rested on the
seventh.

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.” Exodus
20:8-11

How long is your work day? Why is it so
difficult for men and women to believe this?

First, if we believe this first sentence we



are forced to believe in accountability to God.
Since God created us, He is above us in au-
thority. Even the atheist understands the
chain of command. Our basic instincts teach
us that the most powerful is in control. Since
God created us we are no longer "top dog".

When we find ourselves under the author-
ity of another, we understand that we must
obey them. Since God created us we must be
obedient. We are accountable to God.

Second, realizing our accountability to God
we are no longer able to do as we please. It
is not what we want that matters. God is in
control, yet as human beings we don't like the
idea that we can't control every aspect of our
lives. When we believe "God created" we
must accept that we are no longer number
one.

Some people are so caught up in self that
they will not accept the authority of someone
else. If they admit belief in God they must re-
linquish control and stop their evil practices.
Men and women refuse to believe “God cre-
ated” because belief necessitates obedience.

What about you? Do you believe Genesis
1:1? Have you obeyed God?

“But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.” Romans 10:17

Hearing and believing are but the begin-
ning of salvation. They are though, absolutely
necessary to salvation.

“For some, when they had heard, did provoke:
howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.
But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it
not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell
in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they
should not enter into his rest, but to them that be-
lieved not? So we see that they could not enter in
because of unbelief. Let us therefore fear, lest, a
promise being left us of entering into his rest, any
of you should seem to come short of it. For unto us
was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but
the word preached did not profit them, not being
mixed with faith in them that heard it.” Hebrews
3:16-4:2

If we do not believe “God created” we are
doomed to eternal destruction.

Once we believe we must change in re-
pentance.

“And the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men every where to
repent:” Acts 17:30

“Now when they heard this, they were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:37-38

We must confess Christ as the Son of
God.

“And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, |
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Acts
8:37

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto right-
eousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.” Romans 10:9-10

We must be obedient in baptism.

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
Mark 16:16

“Now when they heard this, they were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:37-38

“Which sometime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few,
that is, eight souls were saved by water. The like
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save
us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but
the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” 1 Peter 3:20-21

Again | ask, do you believe? Have you
demonstrated and completed your belief in
obedience to the simple Gospel of Christ?



Those Serving This Week

Sunday AM Sunday PM
Class Prayer Don Coen, Sr. Announcements Dave Harless
Announcements Dave Harless Song Leader Harold Marshall
Song Leader Ed Roberts Scripture Ezekiel 47:1-12
Scripture Ezekiel 46:13-24 Reader Ed Roberts
Reader Terry Smith 1st Prayer Dan Marton
Prayer Harold Marshall Speaker Tim Henderson
Speaker Tim Henderson Communion Chuck Isinghood
Lord’s Supper Closing Prayer  Ken Prager
Bread Ken Prager
Fruit of the Vine  Tim Henderson Wednesday
Serve Dan Marton Announcements Dave Harless
Serve Don Coen, Sr. Class Prayer Ed Roberts
Closing Prayer Don Coen, Jr. Song Leader Harold Marshall
i i , Invitation Chuck Isinghood
Please inform the one in charge of announcements if .
you are unable to fulfill your responsibilities. Closing Prayer Don Coen, Sr.
Please continue to remember these in your prayers: Don’t forget our Shut-ins
Recovering: Nursing Home:
- Earl Miller - Ann Ru- - Ethel Mahan
dolph - Pauline Sellers
- Marie Roberts - Joyce Coen At Home:
Prayer Requests: - Josephine (?Iow
- lla Marshall, Harold Marshall's mother passed away - Mabel Fleming
Wednesday morning, please keep the Marshall family in - Betty Hunter
your prayers. - Pauline Midcap

- Zeda Goddard

- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller's mother

- Cary and Grace Lancaster

- Alfred & Mary Jane Myers

- Albert Miller, Earl Miller and Marie Robert’s brother.
- Zeda Goddard’s sons, Dallas and Terry, and her daughter Tammy Garrison
- Rick Miller, Dorothy Lancaster’s nephew

- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband, as he continues

tg deal with cancer treatm_er’lts. Send them a card—give them a call—let
- Jimmy Roberts, Ed & Marie’s son them know we are thinking about them.

- Jim Roberts, Ed Roberts’ father If someone needs to be added to this
- Bud and Merl Frey list, please call 304-914-2262




