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We appreciate so much
your presence here with
us today. We would like
to extend an invitation to

Jjoin us at any of our other
times of worship.

TIMES OF SERVICES

SUNDAY

Bible Classes*

10:00 AM

AM Worship

10:45 AM

PM Worship
6:30 PM
WEDNESDAY

Today’s Sermon:

Getting the Right
Answers from

God’s Word

Audio CD'’s are available
free of charge in the foyer.

Please visit our website:
www.truthandright.org

If you have any questions regard-

ing what we teach and practice,

please feel free to ask

The Light Near
Damascus

W. Curtis Porter

Not long after the church was established in Jerusalem a
great persecution arose that scattered the disciples abroad. The
opposing Jews wished to stamp out the religion of Jesus Christ,
and they expected persecution to accomplish their desires. But
the dispersion of the church meant the increase and growth of
the Lord's cause.

In the work of persecution no name is more prominent than
the name of Saul of Tarsus. “He made havock of the church, enter-
ing into every house, and haling men and women committed them to
prison” (Acts 8:3). He was not content to persecute the Lord's
disciples in his own city, but went even to strange cities. On a
mission of persecution we find Saul, with some companions, on
the way to the city of Damascus. As they neared the city, there
was a great demonstration. In the language of Saul himself, we
have it related this way: “And it came to pass, that, as | made my
journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly
there shone from heaven a great light about me” (Acts 22:6).

With respect to this heavenly light, the questions are often
asked, “What was its purpose? Why did this light shine about
Saul?” Some have thought it was evidence of his salvation and
they have often insisted that such has been experienced by
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them. This, however, is a mistaken idea. The
light did not shine around Saul as an evi-
dence of his salvation. Neither did it appear
for the purpose of saving him. | know that this
heavenly light led, even directly, to his conver-
sion, but that was not the purpose of the light.
To understand the purpose of this light, we
must keep some divine statements in mind.
These may be found in the following:

During the personal ministry of Christ He
selected a number of men to be His witnesses
to the uttermost parts of the earth. These He
called “apostles.” While the two words, of
course, are not synonymous, they are applied
to the same men. Apostles are those who are
sent. Witnesses are those who testify of
things they know from what they have seen.
But the two words are so used of the same
men that we almost think of them as inter-
changeable terms.

The apostles were to go into all the world
to preach the gospel, and in so doing they
were to testify concerning Christ. Hence, Pe-
ter declared, “Him God raised up the third day,
and shewed him openly; not to all the people, but
unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us,
who did eat and drink with him after he rose from
the dead. And he commanded us to preach unto
the people, and to testify that it is he which was
ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and
dead” (Acts 10:40-42). There can be no doubt
that the witnesses here mentioned were the
apostles whom the Lord had chosen, and to
them the Lord declared, “Ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth” (Acts 1:8).

But for a man to be a witness of the Lord
he must be qualified, and an essential qualifi-
cation for a witness was that he must see the
Lord after His resurrection. How could one
testify that God had raised up Christ from the
dead unless one saw Him after His resurrec-
tion? The necessity of this is shown in the
proceedings by which one was selected to
take the place of Judas. Judas was one of
the apostles — one of those chosen to be wit-
nesses. Therefore, someone who could tes-
tify of the resurrection of Christ was selected
to be his successor. The divine record says
concerning the matter, “Wherefore of these men
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which have companied with us all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning
from the baptism of John, unto that same day that
he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to
be a witness with us of his resurrection” (Acts
1:21-22). As a result, Matthias was chosen.
He could be a “witness of the resurrection”
because he had seen the Lord after His resur-
rection — he was with them until the Lord was
taken up from among them. No one then
could be an apostle — a withess — unless he
had seen the risen Lord. Keep this in mind as
we study Saul.

The divine record tells us in plain words
the purpose of that light — if we understand
what caused the light. Jesus appeared to
Saul as he neared Damascus. When He ap-
peared, it was a glorious appearance. The
glory of Jesus was so great that Saul was
stricken blind. “And when I could not see for the
glory of that light, being led by the hand of them
that were with me, | came into Damascus” (Acts
22:11). It was at this time that he saw Jesus,
and His glory was so great that the physical
eyes of Saul could not endure it.

Let us read the purpose of this appear-
ance of the Lord. Was it to give proof of
Saul's salvation? What was its purpose?
When Saul reached Damascus and there
waited for information that had been promised
him, we learn the Lord sent Ananias, a disci-
ple in that city, to him. Here's what he said to
Saul when he arrived: “The God of our fathers
hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his
will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the
voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be his witness
unto all men of what thou hast seen and
heard” (Acts 22:14-15). How could Saul be
His witness without seeing Him? He could
not.

If we need it to be made any plainer to us,
it is made so in Acts 26. Reading verse 16,
we find the language of Saul as he later re-
hearses the matter, giving the Lord's words as
they were spoken to him: “But rise, and stand
upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for
this purpose ...” Here we have it. The Lord is
actually telling the “purpose” of His appear-
ance to Saul — “I have appeared unto thee for
this purpose.” For what purpose? To save
him? To prove he was already saved? No.



For what purpose then? “lI have appeared unto
thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and
a witness both of these things which thou hast
seen, and of those things in the which I will appear
unto thee.”

The light was caused by the glory of the
Lord. It shone in splendor because the Lord
was there. The light appeared because the
Lord appeared, but the Lord appeared to Saul
to qualify him as a witness for Him. He must
go out to testify of the risen Christ as an apos-
tle to the Gentiles. Consequently we later
hear Paul emphasizing his apostleship by a
series of questions: “Am | not an apostle? Am |
not free? Have | not seen Jesus Christ our
Lord?” (1 Corinthians 9:1). He had seen Je-
sus. He saw Him near Damascus, and was
therefore qualified to be an apostle — a wit-
ness. For this reason the Lord appeared to
him. This was the purpose of the light.

No such demonstration ever occurred in
the conversion of any other man. There is a
reason for it. All the other apostles had seen
the Lord while He was on the earth. They
also saw Him after His resurrection and be-
fore He ascended. No later appearance to
them was necessary. But Saul did not see
Him after He arose, and he had to see Him at
a later day in order to testify. No witnesses
have been chosen since Saul was chosen,
and no such light has ever occurred in the
conversion of any man since. There is no
need for such today, for witnesses are not
now being selected. It will not occur in your
case.

Are We Willing
To Be Weak.
By: Gary Henry

“And He said to me, ““My grace is sufficient
for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will

rather boast in my infirmities, that the

power of Christ may rest upon me.”
2 Corinthians 12:9

Often we have no choice but to tolerate
weakness for a while, but we're not content to
remain weak for very long. If we have defi-
ciencies or inadequacies, we want them re-
moved as quickly as possible. We don't like
being weak. And we adopt an almost de-
manding attitude about the matter: God had
better get rid of our neediness! In our lexicon,
“dependency” is the ultimate bad word, and
“self-confidence” is the ultimate good one. |If
serving Him leaves us still weak and needy,
what good is God?

Spiritually speaking, however, the attitude
we call “self-confidence” can be a dangerous
thing. What feels like strength may be little
more than pride. If we're not careful, we can
fall into the error of thinking that we're getting
by on our own. As long as the good times roll,
we can deceive ourselves into thinking that
we need no help. Yet without God, we would
perish in an instant, and it's sinful to forget
that fact. Not only is it sinful, it's ridiculous. If
we ever suppose that we can get by without
God's help, then we are simply, and quite se-
riously, out of touch with reality.

It's true, of course, that by self-confidence
we often mean little more than optimism, and
optimism is certainly preferable to pessimism.
But even here, our optimism needs to be
grounded in what God can do, not what we
can do. There is no doubt whatsoever as to
the eventual outcome of the war between
good and evil, and we need to confront our
daily problems in the confidence that God's
victory over His enemy is certain. The war
has already been won.

Paul had to learn that God's strength “is
made perfect in weakness,” and we need to learn
it too. Though it sounds contradictory, an ad-
mission of our weakness is the only way to be
strong. Not only that, it's the only way to
make progress. We can't really be useful to
the Lord until our pride has been broken, per-
haps by some lifelong “thorn in the flesh,” and
we've been helped to understand that God's
grace is all we ever really have to have.

“Christ is never strong in us until we are weak.
As our strength diminishes, the strength of
Christ grows in us. When we are entirely emp-
tied of our own strength, then we are full of
Christ's strength. As much as we retain of our
own we lack of Christ's.” — William Tyndale
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Those Serving This Week

Sunday AM Sunday PM
Class Prayer Don Coen, Jr. Announcements Ed Roberts
Announcements Ed Roberts Song Leader Harold Marshall
Song Leader Ken Prager Scripture Ezekiel 42:1-10
Scripture Ezekiel 41:14-23 Reader Blake Headen
Reader Dan Marton 1st Prayer Ken Prager
Prayer Chuck Isinghood Speaker Tim Henderson
Speaker Tim Henderson Communion Don Coen, Jr.
Lord’s Supper Closing Prayer  Dan Marton
Bread Tim Henderson
Fruit of the Vine  Ken Prager Wednesd ay
Serve Blake Headen Announcements Ed Roberts
Serve Harold Marshall Class Prayer Dave Harless
Closing Prayer Don Coen, Sr. Song Leader Tim Henderson
Invitation Dan Marton

Please inform the one in charge of announcements if

you are unable to fulfill your responsibilities. Closing Prayer Harold Marshall

News N Notes

Please continue to remember these in your prayers: Don’t forget our Shut-ins
Traveling: Alfred and Mary Jane Myers Nursing Home:
- Ethel Mahan
Recovering: - Pauline Sellers
- Earl Miller - Ann Ru- At Home:
dolph - Josephine Clow
- Marie Roberts - Phyllis Coen - Mabel Fleming
- Pauline Midcap

Prayer Requests:
- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller's mother
- lla Marshall, Harold Marshall’'s mother.
- Cary and Grace Lancaster
- Albert Miller, Earl Miller and Marie Robert’s brother.
- Alfred & Mary Jane Myers
- Zeda Goddard’s sons, Dallas and Terry, and her daughter Tammy Garrison
- Rick Miller, Dorothy Lancaster’s nephew
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband, as he continues

to deal with cancer treatments. Send them a card—give them a call—let
- Jimmy Roberts, Ed & Marie’s son them know we are thinking about them.
- Jim Roberts, Ed Roberts’ father If someone needs to be added to this
- Bud and Merl Frey list, please call 304-914-2262




