
 

 

“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 
there is any excellence and if anything worthy 
of praise, dwell on these things.” Phil. 4:8 (NASB-U) 
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Well, no, I don’t always get to Bible study.  I would have to 
get up at least an hour earlier, and since I have to get up early 
during the week, I like to stay in bed on Sunday morning.  We 
don’t go much on Sunday nights.  After a motor (car) trip, we did-
n’t get back in time.  Wednesday night???? I’m either too tired or 
have some other activity planned (usually TV). 

Do I visit the sick?  Well no, I have just too much to do.  I am 
not good when it comes to visiting the sick anyway.  And be-
sides, it makes me feel depressed.  I guess I wasn’t “cut-out” for 
that kind of work, besides I have my house to keep.  If I have any 
free time, I like to call a friend and go shopping, read a maga-
zine, (watch TV), or take a nap.  No, I don’t read the Bible much; 
don’t seem to get much out of it. 

As for giving (“laying by in store”), well, that is hard to do.  I 
have to give the children money for the movies, and we have so 
many things; those cuts of meat we like are so high — and, well, 
it takes a lot of money to live these days.  But, of course, we put 
in some, and a few times when I didn’t have any change I put in 
a dollar bill. 
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We appreciate so much 
your presence here with 

us today.  We would like 
to extend an invitation to 
join us at any of our other 

times of worship.  
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One of the most widely held beliefs of our 
day is the teaching that a man is saved by 
faith alone.  Nearly all of the denominational 
creeds have the idea imbedded in their arti-
cles, either clearly stated as in the Methodist 
Discipline, or else clearly implied.  It is taught 
that man is saved miraculously, the very in-
stant he believes in Christ, and that this belief 
is wrought in his heart by the action of the 
Holy Spirit.  Man, in this view, is wholly pas-
sive and unable to do anything at all to bring 
about his salvation.  It is all the work of the 
Holy Spirit.  Neither the man’s obedience, nor 
the commands of Christ are taken into consid-
eration.  It is purely a miracle. 

This is surely one of the most damnable of 
all false doctrines which curse the land this 
day.  It does more to produce indifference in 
the hearts of the people toward the church, 
and to diminish respect for the church, than 
anything I know.  It leads men to deny the es-
sentiality of the church altogether.  So strong 
a grip has the doctrine secured on the hearts 
of men that it is a very common experience to 
hear devoted religious people say, “Oh, the 
church is not important”, “The church does not 
save”, “One can go to heaven 
just as well without being a 
member of the church as he can 
in the church”, etc.  Now if by 
the word “church” such people 
mean some denominational in-
stitution, then surely no Bible 
student anywhere would argue 
with them.  On the contrary, 
every informed person will agree 
fully with the idea that member-
ship in a denomination (any de-
nomination) is not essential to 
salvation. 

But no person who has reached the age of 
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Does The Church 
Save? 

By Franklin T. Puckett 
via-Great Plainness of Speech—December, 1997 

accountability, and has transgressed God’s 
law either by omission or commission, will 
ever reach heaven without being a member of 
the church which is revealed in the Bible.  I 
call your attention to the fact that Jesus Christ 
is the “Savior of the body” (Ephesians 5:23).  It 
is Christ who saves; Christ who is the Savior; 
and not the church.  “The church” does not 
save; the church is the thing saved!  “For the 
husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is 
the head of the church, being himself the Savior of 
the body.”  What does Christ save?  He saves 
THE BODY.  But what is “the body”?  It is the 
church (Colossians 1:18, 24; Ephesians 
1:22,23).  Christ is the head of the church—
His body.  And it is this body which is saved 
by Christ. 

The conclusion is clear from this that if one 
does not belong to the church, he does not 
belong to that of which Christ is the Savior.  It 
was the church which was purchased by the 
blood of Christ (Acts 20:28); and it is “to the 
church” that the saved are added (Acts 2:47).  
There are no saved out of the church; there 
can be none.  For everyone who is “saved” is 
“added” to the church by the same one who 
saves him—God. 

The church was purchased by the blood of 
Christ.  Unless we are willing to say that 
Christ was swindled when He bought the 
church, we must recognize that the value of 
the church is equal to the value of the blood of 
Christ.  If the church is not valuable, then 
Christ was cheated when He purchased it with 
His own blood.  The church is a “blood-

bought” institution.  If one is to 
be saved by the blood of Christ, 
one must be a part of the 
church, His spiritual body, which 
was purchased by that blood.  If 
one is a sinner, at enmity with 
God, then salvation and peace 
and reconciliation are to be had 
ONLY in the church, the blood-
purchased possession of Jesus 
Christ.  “For He is our peace, who 
made both one, and brake down the 

middle wall of partition, having abolished in His 
flesh the enmity, even the law contained in ordi-
nances; that He might create in Himself of the two 

“... as Christ also 
is the head of the 

church, being 
himself the Savior 

of the body.” 



 

 

one new man, so making peace, and might recon-
cile them both in one body unto God through the 
c r o s s ,  h a v i n g  s l a i n  t h e  e n m i t y 
thereby” (Ephesians 2:14-16) 

Where are people reconciled to God?  In 
the one body, the church.  Where is peace 
found?  In the one body, the church.  The Bi-
ble says that the body is the church, and that 
peace and reconciliation are to be had in the 
body, and not out of it.  Talk about being 
“saved by the blood of Christ!”  My friend, if 
you are ever saved by the blood of Christ, it 
will be because you have come into that body 
where you are reconciled to God by the cross 
of Christ.  The blood which was shed for our 
redemption can save us only in the church.  
There is no other way. 

Does the church save?  Of course not!  It 
is Christ who saves!  But what does He save?  
He saves the body, the church.  God exer-
cised great power when He raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead and “made Him to sit at 
His right hand in heavenly places, far above all 
rule, and authority, and power, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come; and He put all 
things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him 
to be head over all things to the church, which is 
His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in 
all” (Ephesians 1:20-23).  So the church is the 
fullness of Christ.  It was not some human in-
stitution, or some man-made denomination 
which He purchased with His blood; it was 
“the church”.  It is over this body that He 
reigns as head; it is here that the fullness of 
God dwells.  It is here and here only that sal-
vation is promised to the penitent sinner. 

We are pleading with people to become 
members of the New Testament church.  We 
are pleading that men and women in our day 
do exactly what they did in the days of the 
apostles.  These people then heard the gos-
pel, believed it, repented of their sins, and 
were buried through baptism for the remission 
of sins.  And when that happened God added 
them to the church.  Here they were recon-
ciled to God, washed and made clean by the 
blood of Christ; they were then heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  They were 
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Creation 

What kind of father is it who brings his 
child up in the nurture and admonition of the 
world?  If we are more interested in our boys 
batting average or our daughters grade point 
average, just who’s training manual are we 
using? 

Paul told fathers to bring their children up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord 
(Ephesians 6:4).  If I’m reading it right this 
means I must bring the authority, direction 
and priorities of the Lord into my interaction 
with my children.  I must train them as the 
Lord would train them, warn them as He 
would warn them.  The child should see the 
Lord in action when I’m training them. 

He should also see the example of the 
Lord at work in me.  This is a priority thing, a 
time thing.  We may say we are seeking the 
kingdom first (Matthew 6:33), but the clock 
betrays us.  Ninety percent or more of our 
time is spent earning money and entertaining 
ourselves.  Children get their sense of priori-
ties from the priorities of their folks! 

“And you, fathers, do not provoke your 
children to wrath, but bring them up in 

the training and admonition of the Lord.” 

Does Your Child See 
the Lord in You? 

By David Posey 
via-Southwest church of Christ bulletin—04-27-2001 



 

 

News N Notes 
 

Please continue to remember these in your prayers: 
Recovering: 

- Ann Rudolph   - Mary Jane Myers 
- Joyce Coen   - Marie Roberts 

Prayer Requests: 
- Alfred Myers has been diagnosed with a leaky 

valve in his heart, they are going to wait 6 months 
to see if it remains the same or improves.  If it 
doesn’t  improve or gets worse they will do surgery 

- Mary Jane Myer’s daughter has cancer in her neck 
and at this time they don’t believe they can operate. 

- Zeda Goddard’s sons, Dallas and Terry 
- Frank Miller, Dorothy Lancaster’s brother is currently taking radiation treatments for pros-

tate cancer 
- Rick Miller, Dorothy Lancaster’s nephew 
- Jimmy Roberts, Ed & Marie’s son 
- Lucille Harless, Dave Harless’ mother 
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband, as he continues to deal with cancer treatments. 
- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller’s mother, continues to be in Weirton Medical Center 
- Tim Henderson’s grandmother, Ovie Henderson, continues to be in the hospital 
- Blake Swanson, Dorothy Lancaster’s grandson 
- Bud and Merl Frey  
- Tammy Garrison, Zeda Goddard’s daughter 
- Ila Marshall, Harold Marshall’s mother 
- Jim Roberts, Ed Roberts’ father 
- Cary and Grace Lancaster 

Don’t forget our Shut-ins 
Nursing Home: 

- Ethel Mahan 
- Pauline Sellers 

At Home: 
- Josephine Clow 
- Mabel Fleming 
- Pauline Midcap 

Sunday AM 
Class Prayer 
Announcements 
Song Leader 
Scripture 

Reader 
Prayer 
Speaker 
Lord’s Supper 

Bread 
Fruit of the Vine 
Serve 
Serve 

Closing Prayer 

Those Serving This Week 
Sunday PM 
Announcements 
Song Leader 
Scripture 

Reader 
1st Prayer 
Speaker 
Communion 
Closing Prayer 

Wednesday 
Announcements 
Class Prayer 
Song Leader 
Invitation 
Closing Prayer 

Ed Roberts 
Dave Harless 
Nathan Marshall 
Ezekiel 27:1-18 
Ken Prager 
Dan Marton 
Tim Henderson 
 
Matt Ferrell 
Don Coen, Jr. 
Earl Miller 
Terry Smith 
Tim Henderson 

Dave Harless 
Earl Miller 
Ezekiel 27:19-36 
Matt Ferrell 
Ken Prager 
Tim Henderson 
Dan Marton 
Nathan Marshall 

Dave Harless 
Don Coen, Sr. 
Dan Marton 
Earl Miller 
Harold Marshall Please inform the one in charge of announcements if  

you are unable to fulfill your responsibilities. 
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Send them a card—give them 
a call—let them know we are 

thinking about them. 
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