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A City in a Community

By: Ethan R, Longhenry

Good News for Norwalk—Vol. 3:No. 18

“Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid”
(Matthew 5:14).

When we consider what Jesus says here, what do we think He means?

We talk often about the contrast between “light” and “darkness” and our
need to “be the light,” and this is well and good. We also speak about the
and how we as Christians should be
evident in the communities in which we live. This also is well and good.

obviousness of the “city set on a hill,”

But how is it that we manifest ourselves as the light of the world, and as

the city set on the hill?

Many times we approach it from the negative angle: since you're
the “light” and the “city,” everyone will be looking at you and if you
stumble, it will be used against the cause of Christ. This is quite
true; we know that one can do plenty of good, and all that can be
erased in the minds of others by one bad deed. It is important for us
to conduct ourselves so as to not bring reproach upon the cause of
Christ (cf. 1 Peter 2:15-16).

Yet, when Jesus establishes that we are to be the light of the
world, and the city set on a hill, He teaches this with positive force.
In many ways, it's more of a challenge than a declarative statement:
how is it that we are the light of the world? A city set on a hill? Are
we so living as to be the light of the world or the city set on the hill?

Normally, when we think of such things, we think in terms of per-
sonal morality and perhaps a concept of evangelism. This is well
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and good, but in many ways, it must go deeper. Today’s Sermon .
“If a brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food, and one of you /q M Ta @ng n ﬁe

say unto them, 'Go in peace, be ye warmed and filled'; and yet ye give them
not the things needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it lIi'me 'lt tdk,e s to

have not works, is dead in itself’ (James 2:15-17). ..
grow Spiritually

James speaks of how we are to relate to our brethren, but the
principle certainly applies to our conduct with all men (cf. Galatians
6:10). How are we benefiting those around us?

PM—How to enjoy
studying the Bible

If there is no darkness, there can be no light. A city set on a hill
is rather unimpressive if there is no one around to see the city.
When Jesus uses these images, He fully intends for us to understand that we are to be seen by oth-
ers. We are not just to be the light, but to be seen as the light. We are not just to be the city set on
a hill, but to be seen as that city set on a hill.

Are we-- as individuals comprising a greater body-- that visible in our communities? Put it this
way-- if all of a sudden, for whatever reason, a congregation ceases to exist in a given community,
will it be missed? Would the loss of the church be seen as a detriment to the community, or would
the event be passed over without notice?

| am not trying to say that we should exist just to please the community. | also am not saying that
we, as a corporate collective, need to do what many denominations do in order to be seen as a force
for good in communities (i.e. benevolent organizations). But | am trying to say that we need to as-
sess whether we are a benefit to the community around us or not.

If we're going to put on the mantle of Christ, we need to love our neighbor.

Jesus did not just spend time with His twelve disciples, or even the combination of the 12 and 70.
The 12 and 70 often accompanied Him as He went about the cities of Galilee preaching and minis-
tering to the people. After all, He was the Light in the midst of darkness (John 1:4). He was the city
set on the hill.

And it is enough for us to be like Him (Matthew 10:25). Jesus could promote His teachings be-
cause the people could see what He did and how He loved them and showed compassion on them.
Now, many did reject Him, but it wasn't because of perceived hypocrisy.

We should be marked by the same type of life. We can preach the Gospel in our communities
night and day, and if we are not active in our communities, helping the poor, finding ways of standing
for the right, and so on, few are going to care what we have to say. Even if we are active in our
communities, many are not going to care. But we at least can be respected, then, for what we do,
and not be seen like the situation in James 2.

How many will care what we have to say if they don't see any indication that we care? We are
the light of the world and the city set on a hill when we live what we promote...and this will be seen in

the community.
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Let’s be lights visible in our
communities, a city not hidden!




The Apostles of Jesus

Matthew 10:2-4
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Find all twelve of the Apostles as listed in Matthew 10:2-4. Like names are
identified by their father’s names. (Answers will appear in next weeks bulletin)
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Remember these in your prayers:
- Terry Smith as he continues to recover
- Earl Miller
- Lucille Harless, Dave Harless’ mother
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband.
- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller’'s mother
- Blake Swanson, Dorothy Lancaster’s grandson
- Trudell Tennant
- Bud and Merl Frey
- Tammy Garrison, Zeda God-
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dard’s daughter Nursing Home:
- Audrio Gaudio, Nancy Morris’ - Pauline Sellers
great-granddaughter - Ethel Mahan
- Marie Roberts, & Ed’s father,  Shut-ins:
Jim Roberts. - Josephine Clow
- lla Marshall, Harold Marshall’s - Mabel Fleming / >
mother - Pauline Midcap . o

- Cary & Grace Lancaster I
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