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A Richly Blessed Family

By: Bill Hall

Gospel Power—1-15:N-15—April 13, 2008

“Pity the Smith family. Poor things, they have to keep the preacher every time the church plans
a gospel meeting. And Christians are always stopping in at their place. And they are about the

only people in the church that ever invite people in after services.
self...”

| just wouldn't put up with it my-

Spare your pity! The Smiths are a richly blessed family. Oh, occasionally they entertain some
ungrateful scoundrel, but the blessings of hospitality far outweigh the problems.

The Bible speaks of some wonderfully blessed people along these lines. For instance, we do

not pity Mary and Martha for “having” to have Jesus in their home; we pity those who, not wanting
Jesus, were deprived of this blessing. We do not pity Mary the mother of John Mark, in whose
home “many were gathered together praying”, we pity those where Christians never assemble for

Bible study and prayer. We do not pity Philemon who was to pre-
pare Paul a lodging; we would love to have Paul as a guest in our
home. Christians need to learn the joy and blessings which come to
those who are hospitable.

“We are hospitable,” someone says, “we often have friends from
church in our home for get-togethers and parties.” That's fine! We
encourage this! But Bible hospitality goes beyond having friends in
for an evening which is at least partially for our own selfish enjoy-
ment, “I was a stranger and you took Me in,” Jesus will say in the
judgment (Matthew 25:35). Gaius was commended for helping
“brethren” and “strangers” who were traveling for the Lord's name
sake, and was told by John, “If you send them forward on their jour-
ney in a manner worthy of God, you will do well” (3 John 5-
7). Further, the Bible teaches that we become partakers in evil
deeds of false teachers when we receive them into our houses (2
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John 9-11). But does this not imply that we become partakers in the ’ .
good deeds of faithful teachers when we show them hospitality? TOday S Sermon )

A Christian will want to make friends with other Christians, and ‘jﬂnd‘tﬁe Waters

consequently will plan enjoyable evenings with close friends in his

home. But the hospitable Christian will also use his home for con- prg'vai[ed‘”
ducting Bible classes, entertaining visiting preachers and other

workers for the Lord, getting acquainted with newcomers in the .-,
church, comforting the bereaved and troubled, and for every good genem 7:18-24
work.

Our homes are blessings from the Lord. We must not use them selfishly, but rather to His
glory. The result will be an occasional scratch on a chair, or a stain on the carpet, or a chipped
glass--really a small price to pay, though, for the warmth that comes to the home from new friends,
good influences, rich Bible discussions, participation in the Lord's work, and the satisfaction of know-
ing that one is pleasing God and preparing himself for eternity. No, it is not the Smiths whom we
pity; it's those who do not know the joy of hospitality.

Ruined by Bitterness

Author Unknown

“Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And be

kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians
4:31-32)

He was a man nobody liked--hard, sullen, taciturn, and sour. If you met him on the street and
wished him good-day, he would keep his eyes straight in front of him, grunt sulkily and pass on. He
lived in a tumbled-down old hut away back in the bush. He spoke to nobody, and he made it
perfectly plain that he wished nobody to speak to him. Even the children shunned him. Some said
he was a hermit; some that he was a miser; some that he was a woman-hater; some that he was a
fugitive from justice, a man with a guilty secret. But they were all wrong. The simple truth was that
in his youth a companion had done him a grievous injury. “I'll remember it to my dying day,” he
hissed, in a gust of passionate resentment.

And he did. But when his dying day actually came, he realized that the rankling memory of that
youthful wrong had soured and darkened his whole life. “I've gone over it by myself every morning,”
he moaned, as he lay gasping in his comfortless shanty, “and I've thought of it every night. I've
cursed him a hundred times each day. | see now,” he added brokenly, a suspicion of moisture
glistening in his eye, “that my curses have eaten out my soul; they've been like gall on my tongue
and gravel in my teeth. My hate has hurt nobody but myself. But it's turned my life into gloom and
misery!” It was true.

The man at whom he had spat out his venomous maledictions, having done all a man could do to
atone for the suffering that he had thoughtless caused, had dismissed the matter from his mind a
generation back. Upon him the gnarled old man's bitterness had produced little or no effect. It was
the man who cherished the sinister memory who suffered most. It shadowed his life; it lent a new
terror to death; it expelled every trace of brightness and excluded every ray of hope; and at last, a
grim and ghostly companion, it lay down with him in his cold and cheerless grave.

May we each learn the healing power of forgiveness -- before it is too late!



Test Your Knowledge

_ Test Your Knowledge |

Try to answer from memory—Put the following events in correct
chronological order: [number 1-16 (1 being earliest)]

___ Plagues in Egypt ______ Tower of Babel
__ Babylonian captivity ~ Flood

___ Creation ____ United Kingdom
_ Judges ____ Assyrian captivity
__ Divided Kingdom __ Conquest of Canaan

True or False:

Methuselah was the grandfather of Noah.

Seth was a brother to Cain and Abel.
Enos walked with God and was taken up.
Samuel was the first judge.

Jacob lived before Joshua.

Ishmael and Isaac had the same father.
Abraham’s original home was in Haran.

COX®NOORAWN=

-

Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel
Adam and Eve were permitted to eat of every tree in the garden except the tree of life.

The period between the testaments was about 600 years.

(Answers will appear in next weeks bulletin)

Giving of the law of Moses
The return from captivity
Wandering in the wilderness
Rebuilding of Jerusalem
Years of Biblical Silence
Promises to Abraham

News N Notes

Remember these in your prayers:
- Lucille Harless, Dave Harless’ mother
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband.
- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller’'s mother
- Blake Swanson, Dorothy Lancaster’s grandson
- Trudell Tennant
- Bud and Merl Frey
- Tammy Garrison, Zeda Goddard’s daughter
- Audrio Gaudio, Nancy Morris’ great-granddaughter
- Marie Roberts, & Ed’s father, Jim Roberts.
- lla Marshall, Harold Marshall’'s mother
- Cary & Grace Lancaster

Nursing Home:
- Pauline Sellers
- Ethel Mahan
Shut-ins:
- Josephine Clow
- Mabel Fleming
- Pauline Midcap
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