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The Power of a ‘Young Person’s Influence

Steve Klein

-- Via The xhorter August 22, 1999

Over the past 10 weeks or so, the Oakland church of Christ has been blessed to see

eleven young people obey the gospel.

We've witnessed scene after scene of joyous parents

and friends hugging and congratulating new brothers and sisters in Christ still wet from the
waters of baptism. God must be given all the praise and glory for making these things possi-

ble.

Naturally, a question might arise as to why all of these young people are suddenly decid-

ing to obey the gospel.
Maybe so. And maybe that is the way it should be.

Children are natural imitators, not only of their parents, but also of each other.

Could it be that some of them have been influenced by their peers?

Paul al-

ludes to this inborn mimicry when he commands us to “be imitators of God as dear chil-

dren.” (Ephesians 5:1). So, children are “imitators.”

We know this. But we get so focused on

“peer pressure” as a negative thing that we forget that young people can and should influence

one another to do good. Yes, it is possible for them to imitate good.

mands it! The Bible says, “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but
what is good” (3 John 11).

There are important reasons for young and old alike to work
at imitating good. For one thing, we'll have much less to fear in
the way of negative consequences for our behavior. In 1 Peter
3:13, Peter asks, “And who is he who will harm you if you become fol-
lowers of what is good?” It's just not very likely that you'll ever get
in much trouble or be punished severely for following a good ex-
ample. Besides this, the Lord will love and appreciate you if you
will allow yourself to be influenced to do good. Proverbs 15:9
says that, “The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, But
He loves him who follows righteousness.”

The fact that young people can be influenced BY others nec-
essarily implies that they can also be influences ON others. The

In fact, the Bible com-
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Bible commands the young to be good examples, so that others will have something worthwhile to
imitate. The young man Timothy was told, “Let no one despise your youth, but BE AN EXAMPLE to the
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12).

So, to the young we say BE INFLUENCED and BE AN INFLUENCE:
* Let yourself be influenced to obey the gospel, and then influence someone else to do the same.

* Let yourself be influenced to use pure speech, and then influence someone else to do the
same.

* Let yourself be influenced to dress modestly, and then influence others to do the same.

* Let yourself be influenced to reverently participate in worship (no note passing, giggling, whis-
pering), and then influence someone else to do the same.

* Let yourself be influenced to be kind to others, and then influence someone else to do the
same.

Remember
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--Via http://www‘?:)ad ield.com/1999/remember.html

In his final epistle, written near the end of his life, the apostle Peter told his fellow brethren, “For
this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established

in the present truth. Yes, I think it is right, as long as [ am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you™ (2 Pet.
1:12-13).

Reminders are good things. The older | get, the more | appreciate them. Like so many others,
my memory is not what it used to be so it is good to be reminded of doctors' appointments, my
wedding anniversary, my wife's birthday, etc.

Often it is good for us to be reminded of some basic things in relation to our spiritual life. These
things are very fundamental. All who are Christians know them. Yet, it is good to be reminded of
them from time to time so that we might always remember them.

Remember Who You Are
The apostle John wrote, “See how great a love the Father

has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; y ]
and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, TOday S Sermon-

because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of
God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know Ex‘treme
that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see

Him just as He is” (1 John 3:1-2). It is good for Christians to

remember at all times that they are children of God. Md&veovers
Christianity is not something that is donned on Sundays or
when around other Christians. It is who we are 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. Our conduct should reflect that fact.

Colossians 3




In John 8:44, Jesus told the Jews of His day that they were children of the devil because it was
his will they desired to do. Conversely, if we are going to be children of God, we must desire to do
His will in our lives. It is something we need to remember constantly.

Remember Why You Are Here

Sometimes, even though we might have the best of intentions, we get caught up in the ideas of
the world around us and worldly things seem important to us. We give priority to our education, our
job, our possessions, etc., instead of remembering what life is really about. No better statement of
the purpose of life can be found than that which Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man's all” Let us never
lose sight of the purpose of our existence. Let us not be distracted by the world and its enticements.
Let us be firmly resolved to remember that “our all” is to live lives that honor and glorify our God. Let
us never lose sight of that fact.

Remember Why You Worship

Jesus reminded the Samaritan woman at the well that, "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in spirit and truth." We should always remind ourselves that worship is directed to God.
Sometimes, some who claim to be Christians are dissatisfied with worship or even stay away
because it was not done in the way in which they desired or by whom they wanted. Somehow some
of us have gotten the idea that for worship to be what it should be that it has to be done to please us.
In reality, is that not worship of self rather than worship of God?

Self is never to be the focus of worship. Hebrews 10:24-25 says we assemble to worship God
and to "...consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another..." As we worship, we
should be thinking of God and others, not of self. Remember the purpose of worship.

Additionally, remember the purpose of the building in which we worship. Though not sacred in
and of itself, it was purchased with the Lord's money so that Christians might have a comfortable
place in which to worship, study the word of God and carry out the work of the church. Let us not
allow it to become just a social gathering place or a playground for our children. Let us respect the
fact that it was built for the Lord's honor and glory. Let us teach our children such respect.

News N Notes

Remember these in your prayers:
- Joseph Morriss, Nancy Morriss’ son
- Darla Elsken’s brother, Nursing Home:
- Lucille Harless, Dave Harless’ mother - Pauline Sellers
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband.

- Blake Swanson, Dorothy Lancaster’s grandson - Eth_el Mahan

- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller's mother Shut-ins:

- Trudell Tennant - Josephine Clow
- Bud and Merl Frey - Mabel Fleming

- Tammy Garrison, Zeda Goddard’s daughter

- Audrio Gaudio, Nancy Morris’ great-granddaughter
- Marie Roberts, & Ed’s father, Jim Roberts.

- lla Marshall, Harold Marshall’s mother

- Cary & Grace Lancaster

- Pauline Midcap





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



