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The Value of Hope

By: Dee Bowman
via—Plain Talk, November 1977

The Scriptures have considerable to say on the subject of hope. And yet | am convinced that
many of us are not enjoying and appreciating our hope as we should, simply out of a failure to really
understand what it is and how it affects us.

Hope is that which reaches off into the future and attaches itself on to that which we both desire
and expect to receive. It is not necessarily affected by externalities, but is a mental persuasion
which, even in the face of extreme persecution or intense pain, remains strong and active. As such,
it becomes at once a strong and vital force in fighting such things as discouragements, failures of
various sorts, frustrations, even death itself. Is it any wonder that the Hebrew writer calls it "the an-
chor for the soul"?

Hope is composed of two ingredients -- desire and expectation. In the absence of either, there is
no real hope. For instance, | may desire a thing which | cannot possibly expect to receive; such
would not be hope. | may expect a thing which is not at all desirable; such, likewise, would not be
hope. But when | greatly desire a thing and have a warm expectation of receiving that thing, that is
hope. And what a blessing!

It is hope which keeps us on the right course. Just as an electronic homing signal keeps the pilot
of the aircraft on course, our hope keeps us following the proper heading. It is our hope which gives
us the point of fixation needed to "keep our bark aright." Without it
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long and difficult run. Is it any wonder that hope and faith are connected together (Cf. Heb. 11:1)?
Hope provides confidence. In 2 Pet. 1:4 Peter says, "Whereby are given to us exceeding great and
precious promises, that by these ye might become partakers of the divine nature...." Notice that it is the
promises which provide us with the confidence we need. What a balm for the weary!
And hope is our connection to heaven. Without it we would not be able to visualize the joy that
awaits the faithful. "Truly, "hope springs eternal!

Why is there Division?

. The apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians
(B_y: Q{zcﬁanf Tﬁetfon[ 1:10: “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divi-
sions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” God
hates division and yet there is religious division in every denominational church and sadly, in most
churches of Christ. Division is usually caused by either 1) a lack of respect for the authority of God
and the Bible, or 2) an ignorance as to how to establish proper authority. Liberal minded people say
that they don’t need Bible authority for all they do religiously.

When people try to justify any practice without an appeal to the Bible, that is called liberalism. A
liberal practice is a practice for which no Bible can be cited for that practice. There are some people
that have an attitude toward the Bible that it really does make a difference, that one must have Bible
authority for what one practices, yet they may sometimes find themselves engaging in liberal prac-
tices for which there is no Bible authority. When this happens one will usually do one of two things:
1) They will immediately change their attitude to a liberal attitude (they don’t need Bible authority for
what they do) so they can keep their unscriptural practice, or 2) they will keep their attitude toward
the Bible (that you do need Bible authority for all you do) and immediately give up their liberal prac-
tices.

Liberalism is an attitude toward the authority of God and the Bible that says “you can do things for
which book, chapter, and verse cannot be given.” | believe there are some people who are not lib-
eral, yet they engage in liberal practices. Such people are always ready to study and give an an-
swer (1 Peter 3:15). People who are afraid to study for fear they cannot give an answer for their
practices, are liberal.

It's been years since virtually all churches of Christ preached against the denominations for hav-
ing their church kitchens, social halls, game tables, church parties, etc. It has been some 50 years
since churches of Christ began to divide over these same issues. Now today, many in churches of
Christ don’t know why there are differences in churches of Christ. The issues have not changed —
but the preaching has!
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millions of people, major cities injured,"” Robertson said.

"There will be some very serious terrorist attacks,” he added. "The evil people will come after
this country, and there’s a possibility - not a possibility, a definite certainty - that chaos is going
to rule.” Robertson did not say where the terrorism would occur.

Robertson made his predictions during "The 700 Club" television show that he hosts from the
Christian Broadcasting Network’s studio in Virginia Beach.

Predicting events for the coming year is an annual tradition for Robertson, who customarily
spends the last days of each year in prayer. The prayer retreats yield "what | feel, or | feel the
Lord is saying, is going to happen,” he said Tuesday. "l put these things out with humility.”

* Steven G. Vegh'’s full story can be found at www.theolympian.com/101/story/58779.html
What does the Bible say that we should do with someone like Robertson who claims to make

predictions in the Lord’s name? This situation is addressed in Deuteronomy 18:20-22. “But the
prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks
in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word
which the LORD has not spoken?’ - when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not
happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken, the prophet has spoken it presump-
tuously; you shall not be afraid of him” (emphasis mine - HR).

Let's apply the instruction found in this passage to the situation before us. Robertson has
claimed that the Lord has revealed these things to him, that is, he claims to be speaking in the name
of the Lord. Robertson said that there would be "mass killings," and that "major cities" in the United
States would be injured in the second half of 2007. He said that it was "a definite certainty" that
chaos was going to rule. Well, 2007 has come and gone. Where were the mass killings in the US?
What major cities were injured? Where is the chaos?

According to the Bible, Pat Robertson is a false prophet. He is not to be listened to in anything.
Robertson may try to worm his way out of this conclusion by offering some excuse, but God-fearing,
Bible believing Christians know what to do with him. We also know what to do with others who
make similar claims.

We don’t need to know what events are going to take place in the world during the coming year.
The Lord teaches us to "watch" and "be ready" (Matthew 24:42-44, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11). Are
you ready?

News N Notes

Remember these in your prayers:
- Lucille Harless, Dave Harless’ mother
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband. . .
- Blake Swanson, Dorothy Lancaster’s grandson N}Jltlse:gg gg:?;i
- Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller’'s mother - Pauline Sellers

- Matt Ferrell

- Trudell Tennant -

- Bud and Merl Frey Shut-ins:

- Tammy Garrison, Zeda Goddard’s daughter - Ethel Mahan

- Audrio Gaudio, Nancy Morris’ great-granddaughter - Josephine Clow
- Marie Roberts, & Ed’s father, Jim Roberts. - Mabel Fleming
- lla Marshall, Harold Marshall’s mother - Pauline Midcap

- Cary & Grace Lancaster





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



