
     Truth and Right 
Tim Henderson, Editor 

“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honor-
able, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excel-
lence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these 

things.” Philippians 4:8 (NASB-U) 
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In last week's article, we considered some faulty associations that people make about what 
it means to be a Christian.  Those faulty associations, and others we will cover in the next few 
weeks, give false impressions to others and false comfort to ourselves if we believe them true.  It 
would be wise to consider these faulty associations and see why the association is faulty that we 
may understand what it means to truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ—a Christian.  If you, the reader, 
are holding any of these faulty associations and assumptions about what it means to be a Christian, 
my hope is that you will honestly examine these things and choose to do what God says you must 
do to become a child of God. 

That said, let us now take a look at some more faulty associations or beliefs about who is a 
Christian: 

You Are Not A Christian Just Because: You Are Religious.  In 
last week's article, we addressed the false idea that just because 
your parents are religious, that means you are a Christian; it is no 
truer if you are “religious”!  Many people in this country and around 
the world are “religious” but have no idea who Jesus really is and 
could not honestly say they have been convinced by God's evidence 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Even if you are predis-
posed to hearing and approving of religious matters, this does not 
make you a Christian!  Just because you say you love God and 
even though you may offer up some form of worship to one you call 
“God”, that alone does not make you a Christian! 

Does that sound exclusive?  According to what many religious 
leaders teach and preach, you'd think that just about anyone who 
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calls himself a Christian and acts somewhat interested in spiritual matters would be saved and could 
call themselves “believers.”  But just because we say it so, does it make it so?  Of course not! 

In the first century, the apostle Paul traveled about, teaching and preaching the gospel.  [The 
gospel, just for the sake of a reminder, is the message from God that teaches us that Jesus Christ 
came to this earth and died for our sins as a sinless man, was raised from the dead on the third day, 
and has ascended into heaven where He now reigns as King.]  When Paul preached that message, 
some people believed and some did not, but only those who believed it and obeyed were called 
Christians.  That has not changed, though we are almost 2000 years removed from his day. 

Once, when Paul came to the city of Athens, he saw the pervasive idolatry and was stirred to 
speak to them about the God they did not know (Acts 17:16-23).  When Paul spoke to them at the 
Areopagus, he began by saying, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious” (v. 
22).  What Paul said was true!  One commentator on the book of Acts said,  “Where we are used to 
seeing street lamp poles, street name markers, fire plugs, and mail boxes on every corner, Paul saw 
evidences (in the idols and altars) of the degradation [of the city]” [Gareth Reese, New Testament 
History: Acts, p. 621.]  Reese also quotes one of Athens' own satirists, Petronius, who said of the 
city: “It is easier to find a god than a man.”  Paul was right when he said the men of Athens were reli-
gious, but was he saying they were Christians?  Absolutely not! 

These men were clearly “religious”, but they knew nothing about the true God and less about His 
Son, Jesus Christ.  This being true, there was no possible way they could have honestly been called 
“Christians” because they had not even heard of Him up to that point!  [Remember, “Faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).]  When Paul finally taught them 
about the Christ, we find “some mocked” the idea of a resurrected Christ and others put him off until a 
later time (v. 32), but some believed (v. 34)!  Only when those individuals heard and believed could 
they have been truly called Christians.  Friends, the same is true today (Mark 16:15, 16)!  Just be-
cause you are religious does not mean you are a Christian. 

You Are Not A Christian Just Because: Your Parents Are Christians.  As we stated in last 
week's article, many very sincere people honestly believe their parents' faith automatically makes 
them a Christian and, thus, right in the sight of God.  Some people whose parents have obeyed 
God's word have not been taught by their parents that their faith must be their own and that it is not 
something one may "inherit."  Somewhere along the line, someone forgot to tell their children 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 
16:16) and now their children think “whoever is the child of one who believes and is baptized shall 
be saved.” 

Such is simply not true. 
Under the Old Testament, the Jews came to believe something similar to this; they came to be-

lieve that simply being born into the nation of Israel was what made them right in the sight of God, 
and not anything to do with their heart and their obedience to Him.  
They became so convinced of this that they actually began to think, 
“Is not the LORD in the midst of us? No disaster shall come upon 
us” (Micah 3:11), and, “The LORD will not do good, nor will He do 
ill.” (Zephaniah 1:12).  Even in the first century, Paul addressed 
some who had this idea that they had some sort of “inherent right-
eousness” just because they were Israelites; in the Roman letter, he 
wrote to the ones who took pride in calling themselves Jews and 
boasted in God (Romans 2:17), and who were convinced they were 
leaders to the [spiritually] blind (v. 18), and yet he had to point out 
that it was not their outward, or physical, makeup that made them 
right in the sight of God, but their hearts. 
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Years removed from the time Paul wrote those words, we still have such a problem among those 
who were born into a family whose parents were Christians.  Still today, we have many who believe 
that, somehow, just because they were born into a family of believers, that makes them a believer!  I 
recall reading a visitor's card from years ago that I will likely not forget; on the line with the check box 
about their church affiliation, this person wrote, “I was born Church of Christ!” [The underlining and 
exclamation point were included.]  I have heard those same words from a few of my brethren, too! 

This concept is very prevalent among a few religious groups of this world.  When statistics are 
published that indicate the world's religious affiliations, you will see large numbers of Roman Catho-
lics and Islamists [Muslims]; the fact is, those who provide those numbers have this “inherited relig-
ion” mentality and consider anyone born into a family of believers a member of that religious group, 
and they will continue this association for several generations!  [In other words, one whose great-
grandparents were members of the Roman Catholic Church are considered members because their 
parents were children of members and now they are children of children of members.]   As much as 
men would like to believe that being born into a certain family makes you right in the sight of God, it 
most certainly does not.  It is no better when brethren have this same mind set! 

God once had to remind His people, “The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself” (Ezek. 18:20).  Some had a false idea about what made 
them right [or wrong] in the sight of God; some still have that false idea.  But what was true then is 
true even now: Each individual has the responsibility of obedience to God's will and if they have not 
obeyed, it doesn't matter what their parents have done, or even their grandparents.  The question is, 
Have you obeyed? 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


