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The Joy of Winning Souls

By: Doug Seaton

This article is being written for the purpose of waking some of us out of sleep and reminding us of
God's purpose for us in the world. The most valuable possessions in the world are souls. Jesus
said, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26) Once we recognize the value of our souls and the
value of the souls of others, we will want to do all we can to save souls.

Winning souls is thrilling, adds true meaning to life, and starts a fire burning Satan can't extin-
guish. The reason many churches are dying is many Christians forgot how to win souls to Christ.
Many have not experienced the joy found in winning souls. If you are interested in the most effective
method of soul-winning in the world please read carefully and apply the things you read from God's
word.

Leading souls to Jesus Christ is simple. It takes love for God,
love for the souls of others, and love for our own soul. This love will
cause us to examine the Scriptures and find the secrets of soul- SUNDquS OF SERVICES
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This enthusiasm comes from putting on Christ, being born again, or in other words from being
saved. The convert truly being born again and knowing Christ is his Savior can't help but be excited.

This enthusiasm causes one to be a joyful disciple. It's refreshing to see new converts joyfully
give up a life of sin and ask, "What else does Christ want me to do?" A disciple is a follower or one
learning. Disciples want to work and the best time to begin working for Christ is immediately upon
one's conversion. There are plenty of people to teach the contacts and friends of new converts so
send them out and let them do all they can and, if needed, let others help in the teaching. If you are
not a new convert just think about your own conversion to Christ as you work to tell others about sal-
vation in Jesus Christ. Remember we are not “selling” the local church, we are “selling” Christ. Peo-
ple coming to Christ will of course see the need to be faithful, active members of his body, the
church. They will want to work and worship with others of like precious faith. When folks are con-
verted to Christ, churches in local communities will flourish.

Andrew didn't wait for his brother to ask about Christ; he went out to find him. Too many are
waiting in their offices for sinners to come and find them. Too many churches put an ad in the paper
and look for the building to be full. We aren't selling cars; people generally will not come to us, we
must go to them. The personal touch works. You can't see another's joy and enthusiasm in mass
media advertising. “And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:15) Too
many Christians expect the preacher to find the lost and too many preachers have limited their
teaching to the walls of a building. The Gospel message is a message to be taken to the world
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). A lot of men would do well to put down the denominational
commentaries and take up the sword of the spirit which is the word of God, and seek some sinners.

As Andrew found his brother, he compelled him to come to Jesus. Notice he “brought him to Je-
sus.” Peter saw the urgency in Andrew's face and heard the urgency in his voice. We know this be-
cause the text shows us that Peter did come to Christ. As we seek that which is lost we need to re-
member the words of Paul, “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil’ (Ephesians 5:16). Notice
also the admonition of Paul in 2 Corinthians 6:2. “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and
in the day of salvation have I succored thee: behold, now is the accepted time,; behold, now is the day of salva-
tion.” All need to get busy now teaching others about Jesus Christ.

Like Andrew we will rejoice and those coming to Christ will rejoice as we lead others to Jesus
Christ. Are you presently doing your best in leading others to Christ? Have you joyfully told your
friends, family members, and fellow workers, what Christ means to you? Have you studied God's
word with them? Remember the power is in the gospel and the daily lives of Christians is often what
causes lost souls to look at the Bible which can save their souls (Romans 1:16; Matthew 5:13-16).
Start today to lead a soul to Christ!

-- Via Guardian of Truth XXXII: 1, pp. 3-4, January 7, 1988
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Editor’s Desk;

| think we would all do well to think upon these things. While | disagree with the writer on the use
of mass-media, (I believe the church should use everything it can within Scriptural authority) we do
seem to forget about our own personal impact that we can and should be having on others. This
year is almost over, if we were to look back at the efforts put forward by each of us (note | am saying
“us” which includes me) can we honestly say we have done all that we should have. We have all



been given the charge to “go into all the world’ and “make disciples of all the nations”. As the holiday
season creeps upon us ready to pounce like a lion, and take away all of our time, may we not lose
our focus and remind everyone that Jesus is not the “reason for the season” but the reason for our
salvation. Let us be present of mind to tell others that we are to remember not just His birth, but
more importantly His death upon the cross which provides us with salvation through obedience to
His gospel. Note that it is His gospel, not anyone else’s that saves.

“For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is

laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!”
(1 Corinthians 9:16)

I am only one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything, but I can do something.
‘What I can do, I ought to do.
And what I ought to do,
By the grace of God

I shall do!
(By Edward Evrett Hale)

News N Notes

Remember these in your prayers:
- Merl Frey
- Tammy Garrison, Zeda Goddard’s daughter
- Audrio Gaudio, Nancy Morris’ great-granddaughter
- Blake Headen, Alberta’s husband. Nursing Home:
- Blake Swanson, Dorothy Lancaster’s grandson - Hazel Carroll
- Scott Swanson, Dorothy Lancaster’s son-in-law - Pauline Sellers
_ Virginia Malick, Peggy Miller's mother - Rhea Henthorn
g ,» Feggy

- Roy Rhodes, Peggy Miller’s brother Shut-ins:

- Mabel Fleming - Ethel Mahan

- Ed & Marie Roberts, & Ed’s father, Jim Roberts. - Josephine Clow
- lla Marshall, Harold Marshall’s mother - Mabel Fleming

- Cary & Grace Lancaster - Pauline Midcap
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